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The MINISTER FOR %flNES: I shall
adhere to the spirit as well as the letter of
that Act.

Hon. P. Collier: I think the hon. member
was referring, not to that, but to assistance
to prospectors.

The MINISTER FOR INES: I have
given anl indication that members represent-
ing goldfields constituencies may expect a
heavy failing-off in the money available for
the development of wining during the next
12 months. -No one regrets that more than
I do. Still, I shall have to bear any criti-
cism arising in consequence. The member
for Hannans had to bear similar criticism
for a period after informing the peo-
ple that the vote was exhausted. I
am afraid that the criticism that fell upon
him will also fall on mec. Whatever can be
done with the funds available will, I hope,
be done along the lines which can show the
best results. I heard a suggestion the other
day that the thing to do with the uinem-
ployed was to transport them in train loads
to the goldfields and let tiem engage in
prospecting there. I have never heard any-
thing more absurd. If we have erred at all
in the past it has been in the direction of
excess generosity towards people who
claimed to be prospectors, but had really
nothing to back up their assertions.

Hon. P. Collier: There might be some
advantage in the suggestion if a number of
the Blaekboy fellows wandered away and
never came back again.

The -MINISTER FOR MIN~ES: A few
of them are talking about marching to
Canberra. I would go a long way towards
helping them in that direction if they would
give an undertaking not to return. It is just
as unpleasant to me to have to issue this
warning as it is to others to hear it. We
have not the money available and shall have
to stiffer from a shortage for some time to
come. I am delighted to meet some of my
old friends, who have been absent from this
House for a period longer than I have. I
am also delighted to meet those who are here
but were not there when I went out of Par-
liament some years ago. I wish to con-
gratulate the new members upon the speeches
they have made on the Address-in-reply. I
hope that although our efforts here may he
strenuous, and the criticism severe, the
friendships we make in polities will long re-
main. Although I may in the heat of de-

bate, as some members opposite are prone
to do, say what may appear to be unkind
things, I would assure the House that in my
heart there is no intention to offend. I
would ask members when criticising
the Government departments and exist-
ing conditions generally to keep in mind
what the existing conditions are, and to re-
member that these conditions appertain not
only]% to Australia but throughout the Empire
as well.

Question put and passed; the Addressi-
reply adopted.

1.
2.

BILLS (4)-FIRST READING.
Traffic Act Amendment.
Main Roads.

3. Inspection of Scaffolding Act Amend-
ment.

4. Anatomy.

House adjourned at 11.47 p.m.
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Tfuesday, 16th September, 1930,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL - ROMAN CATHOLIC NEW
NORCIA CHURCH PROPERTY ACT
AIVENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Country
Water Supplies, and read a first time.

RETURN-PUBLIC WORKS EXPENDI-
TURE.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, ordered:
That a return be laid on the Table show-
ing-], The expenditure for public works
for the year ended :30th June, 1930, from
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Loan funds (a) on material; (b) on wages
paid to workers; (c) on salaries to officials
in charge of works; (d) on administration.
2, The like expenditure from Revenue funds.
3, The total amount of Trust funds in the
hands of the Government. 4, The amount
thereof borrowed by the Treasurer for pub-
lic purposes.

The Minister for Country Water Supplies
laid the return on the Table.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Twelfth flay,

Debate resumed from the 11th September.

HON. 3. T. FRANEKLIN (Metropolitan)
[4.37]. 1 should consider myself remiss in
my duty if I did not follow the lead of
other members. in congratulating you, Mr.
President, on the honour which His Ma-
jesty the King has conferred upon you.
May I be permitted to express the hope that
you will live for many years to enjoy
the honour. I wish to extend my sympathy
to the relatives of the late Mr. Brown, who
was a member when I was first elected to
this Chamber. Immediately upon my en-
trance here Mr. Brown came to me and ex-
tended to me a welcome. The late hon. gen-
tleman also gave me all the information and
assistance he possibly could. I regret his
loss personally and on behalf of the House.
May I also congratulate the new members
on their election. I realise that they are
imbued with the same ideals, and with the
same wishes for the prosperity of the State,
as are the older members. It is a matter
of regret to me that some of our former
members should be lost to the Chamber.
Nevertheless, I congratulate the new mem-
hers on their election. In my opinion it is
not right for a member to take up a great
deal of time on the Address-in-reply. When
the various Bills come forward, there are
opportunities for criticising or supporting
them, as the case may require. Neverthe-
less, I feel that a great deal has been neg-
lected by various Governments in the past
as regfards utilising lands adjacent to rail-
ways which have existed for a number of
years, some of them constructed before
some of our members ever came to this
Chamber. In saying this I do not allude to
one Government more than any other. It
is not business policy to ask settlers to go
into the baekblocks, and later urge the Gov-

erment to construct railways to outlying
districts so that the new settlers way have
facilities for getting their products to mar-
ket. This course should not be adopted
when there is alongside the existing -railway
system land granted to various people in
the olden times, land which has not been
utilised in the manner or to the extent I and
other members of the Rouse think it should
be. An effort should be made to persuade
the owners of that land to bring it into use.
Unfortunately therc arc not, adjacent to
existing railways, many acres of Govern-
ment land that can be utilised; but there
are hundreds Of acres privately held, the
owners of which do not utilise what God
ha., given them. Western Australia, like
the other States, has an unemployment prob-
Jem, If we could persuade the owners of
the lands in question to utilise them, many
of our marr'ied unemployed would have a
prospect not only of earning their liveli-
hood but of paying their way. The single
men among the unemployed should go to
the wheat belt. They shiould be asked to
join in co-operative companies consisting
of, say, 10) or 15 men and go to work on the
wheat belt. The Government should give
such companies a fair contract price for the
clearing of further land on the -wheat belt.
The -resultant benefit would be not only to
find work for the unemployed, but to estab-
lish for them an occupation in which they
could earn a livelihood. I would not sup-
port a cut and dried policy of reducing the
cost of work. I would take the average
cost, and then I would tell the unemployed
single men, "This is the contract price, and
you will be paid that price for clearing un-
developed land." Thereupon farmers ap-
plying for blocks in the following year
would be able to go on cleared f arms and
cultivate them straightway. The present
procedure of the Government is, I under-
stand, to throw open an area and to hare
the land classified by experts as first, second
and third class virgin land, and then to
make it available for selection in blocks of,
say, 1,000 acres. Would it not be better to
have the land cleared in advance so that
men desirous of taking up farms could go
on to blocks which would produce some rev-
enue immediately 9 In my opinion that
would he a business-like way of proceeding.
The Government would not lose, though
certainly they would have to find the money
required for clearing purposes. Tn making
this suggestion I do not lose sight of the
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fact that the Government cannot at present
obtain much money by borrowing. What-
ever development work is done must be
of a revenue-producing nature. If wheat
farms could be cleared on the lines
I have suggested, they would be ready
for the plough when they were taken
up. The cost of clearing would he added
to the cost of the land. The fanner would
have the opportunity of paying the cost of
clearing by instalments, in the same way
as he now pays for the cost of virgin
laud. The advantage would be that imnme-
diately on taking up the land he would have
a revenue-producing business. But the other
way, the way it is being done at the pre-
sent time, is to throw open at certain area
of land, aid say, "Here is a farm of
1,000 acres. It is not cleared. It is virgin
country, and you will have to clear it."y
Where~as if it were already cleared for them,
they could go on to it cultivate it, and so
secure rev-enue straightway. Very few
of those wh,]o take up farms are in a posi-
tion to go on the farms and cultivate them
during the first year or two. To begin with
they have not the money to meet all the ex-
pense of clearing and cultivating straight-
way. Under the scheme I have outlined they
would take over cleared country and could
cultivate it and so make a success of it
forthwith. I do not think the scheme would
present a very serious problem in point
of borrowing money, because the clearing
of most of the farns I have in mind would
not cost much more than El or 30s. per
acre. As a rule the farmier, on going on
to his land, does not clear more than a few
hundred nces during his first few years;
but, as I say, this scheme of mine would per-
mit of a man going on to cleared land and
immnediately cultivating it for a good re-
turn. From articles in the newspapers dur-
ing the last day or two we find that the
Government are going to spend another
£160,000 on increasing the capacity of the
weir at Harvey. I have often heard it said
that what is required in that district is a
comprehensive policy. I am strongly in
favour of the appointment of an honorary
commission to go thoroughly into this mat-
ter. That comprehensive scheme, I under-
stand, would include the clearing of the land
fronii, say, Piujarra to Brunswick, on the
coast side of the railway where there is an
enornmous area of swamp land suitable for
cultivation, land that would give an excel-
lent return. None of that country would

cost much to clear and to bring into a cul-
tivable condition. 1 think the Government
should take that comprehensive scheme into
serious consideration. In the past we have
g-one in for group settlement, but ntor-
tInnately under that system we have attacked
at all events some areas of land that have
not been entirely suitable for the purpose.
I am not saying that all the land treated
under the group settlement scheme is not
.good land, but I do say that certain fail-
ures, or partial failures, have occurred
through the extraordinary amount of money
required to clear the land before the settler
could get any return at all. I understand
that engineers have reported on this ques-
tion. Personally I should be glad if some
other member of the House, heifer fitted
than am 1, were to look into this matter
and see if we could not have an honorary
commission appointed to determine whether
we could not utilise the land of the South-
West; because it is near to existing railways
and near to seaports, and any success
achieved in the cultivation of that land
would serve as a big ifilip to the dairying
industry. Now I should like to say a word
or two about the Hospitals Bill. I know
that those of my fellow members who were
sitting on this side last session very much
regret that the decision of this House was
not adopted in another place. It will be
remembered that a certain portion of the
Hospitals Bill of last session was passed
by this House. We thoroughly agreed with
a number of the provisions in the Bill, where-
as we disagreed with others. If we are
honest in our convictions and earnest in
our desire to zwsist those who are suffering,
we must deplore the fact that what was re-
commended from this House was not
adopted by another place. Had that been
done , we could have had an amended Bill
to put on the statute-book, and so we would
have relieved the troubles of our hospitals.
As I have said, there were in the original
Bill clauses with which we did not agree;
but I maintain that half a loaf is better
than no bread, and that it' We cannot get
what we go out for, then we ought to be
rntisfiedl with somethingl- that is at once
beneficial, convenient, and suitaible for the
requirements. However, our dlecision was
not adopted by another place. Wh'ly, I do
not know. I with other members, am very
sorry that it was not adopted, because our
decis ion, had it been put into practice,
would have been found to be in the best
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interests of the State. Again, I think the
time is opportunec for the Government of
the day to bring in a Bill under which a
board would be appointed for'the adminis-
tration of the various public utilitiesi
in the metropolitan area. There i..
no development of the sort in the
metropolitan area which does not concern
all of us, whether as ratepayers or as tax-
payers. I am not blaming one Government
or another; certainly the present Govern-
ment have not the money with which to do
these things. But in my view now is the
timle for the appointment of a board to
carry out these public utilities, for if we
had such a hoard it would be empowered
to borrow money for its own requirements,
just as are the boards at present existing
in Victoria and the other States

Hon. A. Lovekin: But would a new
board be given that power now!

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: I ILotice
thalt in the Eastern States one such
body-I think it is the Melbourne
Metropolitan Board of Works--is about to
barrow half a million of money for some
projected undertakings. If they can do
that, surely the board I propose for Perth
could do the same.

Member: But that board in Melbourne
has special powers.

I-Ion. J. T. FRANI(LIN: W~ell we could
get special powers for the proposed board
atlso. At the present time no Government
could be induced to authorise the borrow-
ing of a million of money to carry out
'works for which, after all, the people of
the metropolitan area will have to pay in
interest and sinking fund. If such a board
as I propose were appointed it would take
over the tramways, sewerage, water sup-
plies and other utilities. We have an ob-
ject lesson in the water and sewerage
board in Melbourne. I think there is a
similar board in Adelaide, although I did
not have en opportunity to go through
its plant and system. But I did have the
opportunity to inspect the works of the
board in Melbourne. There the sewage is
utilised by taking it some 25 miles from
Melbourne to Werribee. In its passage, I
understand, it is enclosed for the first five
miles from the city, and moves by gravi-
tation. Thereafter it has to be pumped.
I went through the Werribee farm in
fairly warm weather, and as for the exist-
ence of any nuisance, I can honestly say I

did not notice it. But I fully realised that
the duties of the Melbourne Water and
Sewerage Board were carried out in a busi-
nesslike manner, that instead of wastefully
disposing of good material, it was profit-
ahly utilisvd jin large paddoeks to grow
grass for the fattening of cattle for the
metropolitan market. Exactly the same
thing could be done here. Already we
have the 'Midland Junction saleyards, and
ahattoirs, with sheep and cattle coming
down in immense numbers from the outly-
ing districts. As a rule, I suppose, they
come down in larger numbers during the
dry season than when food is plentiful.
What could be better if we had some means
whereby we could ins tal a sewage farm on
which to depasture those cattle for a week
or so in order to put them into prime con-
dition for the market9 I feel sure that
many members will agree with that policy.
In any event, the sewage farm would not
be a very expensive experiment. My idea
is that the proposed farm should not be up
in the hills, but out in the Wanncroo dis-
trict, where there are but few inhabitants.
There, even if it proved a failure, it would
not prejudicially affect any of the sur-
rounding country. Moreover, if it did prove
to be a failure, the effluent could go right
into the sea, just as it does at present. I
understand there is a fall of 8 feetfrom
the septic tanks at East Perth to the ocean.
That 8 feet fall would serve to conduct the
crude matter from the septic tank a con-
siderable distance, after which it would
have to be pumped. However, I am given
to understand it would not be a very ex-
pensive undertaking. I have read in var-
ious articles that if we were to take the
sewage from tha Perth area-the metro-
politan area, of course, includes Claremont
and Fremnistle, the sewage from which it
would not ha necessary to include in this
scheme--and treat it in the manner sug-
gested, there would he a distinct revenue
derived from it. And, moreover, it must
be realised that although the Government
would have to find the money initially, it
is the people themselves who would have
to pay the interest and sinking fund, and
so in the end the Government would he
recouped. Altogether I am convinced that
if we could have appointed such a board
empowered to bororw money for its own
requirements, it would be of considerable
assistance to thle progress and prosperity
of the State.
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Hon. C. B. Williams interjected.
Hon. J. T. FRAN\KLIN: Whletber or

not it was done irell by the previous Govr-
erment, the metropolitan area deserves
all the support and encouragement it can
possibly get. As for the eastern goldfields,
we are at one with them; not, as in year-,
gone by, when we were not in accord with
them. At present the metropolitan area is
hand in glove with the goldfields in their
requirements. So if the bion. mnemlber per-
sists in that suggestion, wre will have to with-
draw our support from him, and where will
he be then '? The next subject I wish to
discuss is that of the gold bonus. I under-
stand Mr. Williams is not in favour of the
gold bonus.

Hon. C. B. Williams: No, we do not wanlt
it.

Honi. J. T. FRANKLIN: Apparently the
hion. member does not want to see the gold-
fields progress. Throughout my public life I
have been in favour of a gold bonus and have
consistently supported it dluring the time its
advocacy has been State-wide. I am sorry
to hear that 'Mr, Williams is not in favour
of the gold botns, for he should know more!
than I do about the disabilities; of the east-
erii goldfields. Still, as a visitor who sel-
dom goes there, I never find myself in Kal-
goorlie without keeping my eyes open and
looking around. I ask the lion. member to
consider what a vast difference it would make
to those goldfields; if die Commonwealth
Government were to give us some assistance
under which the low-grade mines could be
properly developed. In those circumstances,
the tone and business capacity of the gold-
fields would be increased a hundredfold. In
the past, of course, some of the big mines
on the Golden 'Mile have returned substan-
tial dividends to their shareholders and paid
bonuses to their staffs, whereas lately they
have been practically shut down and have
let portions of their leases to tributers. Those
trihuters, I am informed, are making a very
good thing of it; earning very good wages
indeed, I understand that those tributers
are quite satisfied with the position in which
they find themselves. They deserve all that
they are getting because they set themselvesA
out with a full determination to make go0od.
Quite a number of mnines ini the past have
been abandoned because the holders thought
they had petered out. Tribnte-s, however,
were not of the same opinion and, as I have

sitook up the lease4 and worked themn

saLtizt'acLorily. There are onily one or two
other items to which 1 wish to refer, because
I consider ire should not make long speeches
onl the Address-in-reply, es4pevially as another
place has concluded its debate, anti we should
do0 our utmos.t to follow itz, example a,;
quickly as poshible. At the hanie time, L call-
not let the opportunity pass without saying
ak few words onl the subject of the reduction
oV members salaries,. I desire to make this;
as plain as I possibly can, that I am whole-
heartedly in accord with the proposal to re-
duce the allowances of members, whatever
that proposal may be. I think there are
somie lion, gentlemen here who are even prne-
paled to work without remuneration for the
advancement of the State. Personally I
would not mind if I were paid just what I
receive as Lord Mayor of the City.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Just the 3 per cents. 1
Hon. Sir- William Lathlain: The Lord

Mayo]' of the City gets nothing.
ion. J. T. FRANKLIN: Anyway, I do

not wish to pun-sue that argument, but I cer-
tainly do think that memibers should submit
to a reduct ion in salary.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Why don't you be
optimistic and suggest advancing the sal-
aries of members by a couple of hundred!

Hon. J, T. FRANKLIN: If we had many
nenuiers like Mr. Williams, to represent
Western Australia, God help the State, es-
pecially if he desired to raise his salary on
every possible occasion. Another matter I
wish to urge is that we must he very careful
in our advocacy of any system of reduction
of wages.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Hear, hear!
Hon. J. T. FRAINKLIN: It is wonderful

to think that the bln member agrees with
that. I repeat, -we must be careful that we
do not reduice wages unless there is a cor-
responding reduction ini living costs; other-
wise we shall be in a worse position than
we occupy at present. It kve can formulate
a scheme whereby wages can be brought
down at the same time as the cost of living,
I do not think any objection will be raised
b*- any section of the community.

Hlon. E. H. Harris: Are not wages ae

onl cost of living figures?
Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: Yes. We hear

the argument advanced that wages must
ht.' reduced. We cannot advocate any re-
duction in wages unless we reduce our owi
allowvances as well. There is only one other
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ieattcr to which I .,hatl allude, and 1 sup-
pose 1 shall be repeating arguments that
have already beeni used all over the State.
It is that we should urge everywhere and
oin every occasion the purchase of locally
manufactured goods. We should make that
our strongest point and let the world see
that we do practise 'what we preach. First
we should purchase locally manufactured-
articles; thea if we cannot get what we want
amuongst the locailly made goods we should
buy thos-e made in the Eastern States; and
failing thei'e, purchase goods manufaetured
in England. But our slogan should be,
"Purchase locally manufactured goods," be-
cause we can manufacture all the articles
we require to enable us to live in this glor-
ious State of ours. In conclusion, may I be
permitted to say that although we are all
lip against it, we realise that while we have
a hard time before us, each and every one
of us must put his shoulder toe the wheel so
that we may, conic out onl top. I say as em-
phatically ats I can that Western Australia
will be the first State to recover from the
depression.

HON. E. H. HARRIS (North-East)
[5.7]: I support the motion for the adop-
tion of the Address-in-reply, but before do-
ing ,o I cordially endorse the remarks of
previous speakers with regard to yotrselIf,
Mr. President. I, too, regret the absence
of those members whose faces became fami-
liar in this Chamber for many years, mid
I welroine the new ,neinbers. who come to
11F ill a tillin when the State is ill finl:,ni
dillh'ultv, whvl we have to live within t,,.i
Incomfes aind when, as it might be. (xiprcs ;l.
the State has to tighten its belt. The Spcrlit
of His Excellency does not occasion any
mnirth. NKobodyl call lie thrilled or pleased
with time idea that we ha1ve to focus our at-
tention chiefly onl matters relating to finance.
We might say that the days of "Squander
mana' have passed and that in the future
the Ilow% of goods or g-old will have to pre-
cde the flow of loans;. Thoughtful citizens
will appreciate the situation thlat p)ending a
readjustment ire shall have to face realities.
Some did forecast that it was inevitable there
Would be n finanial" stform; I think thre
were a fciv who realised, perhaps, the sever-
ihy of it when it reached us, particularly as
it would apply to unemployment. Members
of Parliament hare been relying oil the eni'-

lain of the State ship to steer a course
clear of the rocks. Of course, it is difficult
to allocate the blame for our present posi-
ticon, but the fact remains that we have been
steered on to the rocks, and that that is the
situation of the States and the Common-
wealth. The Prime Minister who appreci-
atedi what was apparently inevitable, asked,
I believe, that some of the directors of the
Bank of England should tender us advice
so that we might get out of our troubles.
Out' position has been invesbligated verly
thoroughly, and what we are up against %a-
committed to writing so that everyone should
have the opportunity of studyin g it. N'ow'
we find that there is a section of the cora-
riinitv detsirous of ignoring the advice that
has beein tendered, and proposals have been
advanced in the Eastern States which would
lead iu. into further diflheulties. It has been
said by prominent Labourites in the East-
ern States that there was an unholy ollisree
lbcttlteli certain Treasurers, comiprising both
Labour a9nd National Treasurers, and Pre-
miers, and that thle old saying that polities
make strange bed fellows was; applicable at
the present time, when we found Tepresen-
tutives of the States and the Commonwe01alC.th
pledging themselves to endeavour to respect
the advice gi"vel' to tile State and -rendler all
I lie assistancle possible. Thait r-eally means%
that ilhe States are determined to altrr t'n'
standards that have existed for so long. Of
course there "'as no classification, but it
was -resolved to give effect to the decision ar-
rived at at the Premiers' Conference, and
it obviously mneant. that reductions would
have to be mnade. For 20 years past Trea-

sresOf the States have had anl uninter-
rupted succession of deliriously happy days
and years. and in that (tme they have been
piling oip deficits, except perhaps on two 04!-

casiona, when they juggled the figures i
order to show a credit balance. AL
that is to end, and the remedy has now
to lie sought. It mecans that we are t o do
no0w what should have been done years ago.
WIP hare borrowed not only for the purpose
of developing the State hut also to pay in-
tcrest fatling due on loans. The other even-
ing I heard the Premier and ex-Premier ex-
plaining to members in another place what
the position was, and it was clearly stated
thant money had been borrowed to pay our
sinking fond and our interest hill. I thought
it Was an awful adimission to haive to mal"'
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that we had been borrowing money with
which to pay interest.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That, surely, w'as nor
dielared at the time the loans were raised.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I1 do not think it
has ever been declared by Leaders of the
parties, and I do not think that members
realised that that was the position, even
though it had been incidentally mentioned in:
debates at different times. Now, however,
the declaration has been made by the leader-s
in another place. As a rule, we were in-
formed that whenever a loan was raised the
money was used for reproductive works.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The bon. member
knows that often money borrowed for spe-
cific purposes, was never applied to those
purposes.

Hon. E. RHJARIRIS: Yes. An adjust-
ment was made on the principle agreed to.
The State had borrowed roughly E86,000,000
in that period and paid off, including in)-
scribed stock, £8,000,000, plus the goldfilds
water supply loan, £2,500,000. Over a series
of years we had the sinking fund, and we
paid off that indebtedness to the extent of
£15,000,000, leaving us, in round figures
£70,000,000 in debt. When those figures
were quoted, [ heard Mr. Collie,' say, 'Actu-
ally, we have paid for nothing because th ere
were deficits ini previous years." In the Zls-
ing days of the Collier Government, the fin-
ances w~ere in a bad way, but that fact was
kept a profound secret from the Public andi,
it is said, fromt many mlemlbers of Parlial-
ment as; well. The actual position may have
been known to the other seven members of
the Collier Cabinet, and if so, those
Ministers discreetly kept the information to
themselves during the time they wvere on th~e
husting.,, with the result that the public had
no knowledge of the real position. In fact,
the present Premier, whenl he was Leader
of the Opposition, did not know. He has
since admitted that he did not know what
the financial position was at the time, and
that had he known it, be would not have
nmade his promise of work for all. We know
that the Premier has not been able to fulfil
that promise. When 'Mr. Collier was before
the public in 1924, he rejected the idea of
borrowing at the rate of £3,500,000 a year.
There was a suggestion by the Government
of the day that they should borrow certain
SUMS Of moneyv for various purposes, and iii

his Policy speech at Boulder, Mr. Collier
said-

With tilt emallil Inc use ilk the Populat ion
Of thib State, they could not afford to spend
anything likve "£5t'o,000 a Year. This huge ex.
lkeil itti e %vas going onl while the rate of in
I crest on b orrow "ed ilt, ev c-wa, i,.c lthanlt
ever.

*Hon. J. Nicholson: Was Mr. Collier then
in opposition?

lion. E. H. HARRIS: Yes, and he was
appealing to the people to give him con-
trol of the Treasury bench. During the
course of his policy speech at Boulder, he
pointed to the heavy interest burden such
borrowings would imkposte upon the workers
of the State. I suppose he was appealing
to the prejudices of the electors, for he said
to them, "Are you prepared to vote for a
Government who propose to borrow mil-
lions, squander the money all over the State,
and You will have to pay the interest." The
people listened to that teaching.

Hon. G. Fraser: Like they listened to
the promise of "Work for all."

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Yes, they swal-
lowed the dope; I presume that is what the
lion. member suggests. In the first year of
the Collier Administration, the Government
exceeded the £3,500,000 about which they
complained, and spent over £E4,000,000.
During the six years the Collier Government
were in office, I believe they spent on public
works upwards of £25,060,000, chiefly from
Loan Funds. That expenditure entails a
%ery heavy interest burden on the people,
and if the electors wvho were theni so en-
thusiastic in voting in support of him at
that time, take the informaation at their dis -
posal now and analyse the figures, they will
appreciate w-hat it really means to themi.
We have in Australia to-day unfortunately
-perhaps it is more intensified in the Past-
era States- a number of people who are,
attempting to repudiate the interest on past
loans, or at any rate desire to have the
amount of interest payable reduced. From
time to time Mr. Holmes has told us that a
contract is a contract. Irrespective of the
fact that a loan may expire at a given
period, the investor receives merely the rate
agreed upon when the loan was originallyv
floated perhaps 20D years before, and in the
interim new loans may have been floated at
a higher rate of interest. Even 'Mr. Collier
has complained about the rate of interest.
Although the rate of interest had increased
.gradually during his regime, Mr. Collier
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continued to borrow, notwithstanding in-
creased interest charges. As to the question
of repudiation, if we looked into the loans
and the purposes for which they were
floated, we might find that they were mainly
in the interests of the soldiers who went
overseas with the Australian Emperial
Forces. That was at a time when John Bull
bad his back to the wall and w3s fighting for
is life. In more recent years we have been

afforded the spectacle of the Federal Gov-
ernment attempting to repudiate the
pledges made to es-service men who went
overseas to fight the battles of Empire.
That attempt at repudiation had not pro-
gressed very far before Federal Labour
Ministers found that the various legislatures
and the public were opposed to their pro-
posals, and I am pleased to say they were
withdrawn after a very brief period.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: They re-
negedl1

Hon. E. H. HARRIS:- I do not desire
to dwell on that subject and shall miake
merely a passing reference to it. As. Mr.
Seddon said the other evening, had the Fed-
eral Government persisted, they might have
found the people divided on that issue even
to a greater extent than they were divided
on the conscription issue during a time of
national crisis. Since the prorog-ation. of the
Thirteenth Parliament, there hafs been a gen-
eral election and. it is a coincidence that the
close of the Thirteenth Parliament also
witnessed the termination o[ the Collier
Administration.

Honi. Sir William Lathlain: That was
their unlucky number.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Somne peoplesa
they were lucky; some say they were un-
lucky. For my part, I claim the Collier
Government, were particularly lucky to
vacate office at a time when difficulties were
commencing to heap up before the State
Treasurer.

Hon. A. Lovekin: So was Mr. Bruce.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Yes, equally so.
We can now look round and ponder on the
result of that general election. The Collier
Government lost control of the Legislative
Assembly and their representation in this
Chamber was also diminished. When lie was
a member of the Assembly, Mr. A. Thomson
constantly referred to "Lucky Collier."
He said that 'Mr. Collier was almost embar-
rassed with riches, and that he had had
money showered upon him by the Federal

Treasurer. We know that during the six
Years the Labour Government were in
power, they enjoyed a buoyant and expand-
ing revenue; they had plenty of cheap
money and a large grant from the Federal
Government, partly in recognition of the
recommendations of the Disabilities Coin-
mission. The amounts received from 1925
to 1927 represented over £500,000. In addi-
tion, they had the advantage of the writing
off of £750,000 from the capital cost of sol-
dier settlement, in which respect the Federal
Treasurer was in agreement, and on top of
all, good seasons and good prices ruled. In
fact, when one payment offered by the Fed-
eral Government did not meet with his ap-
proval, Mr. Collier said that he hardly felt
like accepting it because the amount was so
small. The position is changed to-day. The
present State Treasurer would be glad to ac-
cept the offer of 6d. from anywhere.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Mr. Collier inspired
confidence; that is what you want.

Hon. E. HE. HARRIS: Did the hion. mem-
ber say "confidence" 9

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Inspired
confidence in whom 9

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: Confidence trick!1

lion. B. H. HARRIS: Now Mr. Collier
is in opposition, he and his colleagues are
able to sit back and criticise every act on
the part of the present Government and
partirularly of the Treasurer, at a time when
he is engaged in looking round for menns
bw which lie can balance the ledger. The
Collier Government came into power not by
any accident of circumstances but as a, resulz
of insidious propaganda extending over a
long period, propaganda that included Such
catch-cries as the 44-hour week, long-service
leave for wages men, and what they called
the "sandalwood scandal."

Hon. E. H. Gray: Your party supported
lemig-serv ice leave.

lion. E. H. HARRIS: I am merely point-
ing out the propaganda indulged in. Time
Labour people also denounced the Comle coal
agreement and told the public that it was
anlothler scandal representing one reason why
they should vote against the Mitchell Gov-
ernment. The Labour Government were re-
turned to power to represent a minority of
the people. I will not read the figures at
length because they already appear in "H1an-
sarfi."
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Hon. W. H. Kitson .i That btatement is not
correct.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You have not referred
to the uncontested seats and yoli are wro-g.

Hoin. E. Hf. HARRIS: Ye-, I have and
have quoted thema on the 76 per cent. basis.
The Collier Government secured power as
tl1e represntatives of a minority of the peo-
ple. In the record of their regime there is
the following statement:-

It is a finidaxncntal of B~ritish l'arliazunejatarr
Governmient that the waJority of the people,
through thi-ir 0leted representativtes, shall
goreliii.

There were many matters they were pledged
to accomplishx it returned to power, and one
had reference to the introduction of the Re-
distribution of Seats Bill. on an equitable
hasis. The Labour Government failed to do
that and did not make any attempt until
just before the 1.927 election, whichi was de-
termined on the old boundaries , and therefore
the Labour Government were again returned
to power on a minority vote. After the door
of Parliament House was closed at the end
of last session, the Government had to go
to the people again. On that occasion the
industrialists employed by the Government
throughout the State reminded them of the
promises they had made regarding long ser-
'ice leave. Recognising that the State was
getting into fittancial difficulties, the Govern-
ment had avoide fulfilling the promises
they hadl made along those lines. When re-
turned to power, the Labour Ministers
promptly surreudered, and, behind the hacks
of Parlianment, granted long service leave.

Hotn. C. B. Williams: And a lot of thenm
who will get it, voted for you.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: That tnem niot alter
the fact that piessure was brought to bear
onk the Labour Government, wvho were told
that aL condition for their SUpport was that
the Government should grant long service
leave.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And do you agree
with that?

]Hon. E. If. HiARRIS: That means that
20,000 Government employees receive a priv-
ilege while 110,000 workers outside State
employment have that privilege denied them.
The latter section of workers are not in a
position to coerce their employers to secure
similair privileges.

Hon. C. B. Williams: We must get a start
somewhere.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: That adininistra.
the act has cost the State a lot of money
and will lead to many arguments, some of
which have already started with the sugges-
tion that in these times that particular pri-
ilege should be dis;pensed with.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You do not agree
with that policy?

lion. E. H. HARRIS: After another three
years of minority Government, there was a
redistribution of seats under which the 1930)
general elections were held. That redistri-
bution was niot considered by ninny people
to he on an equitable basis, but nevertheless
it was a redistribution of seats. Mr. Collier,
in his polity speech at Boulder, said his
GIovernmnent regarded with satisfaction the
fact that they had faced and dealt with the
position in a fair and fearless manner
irrespective of possible consequences to them-
selves. To show how fair and fearless the
Government -were, let me remind members
that they endeavoured to defeat their own
Bill. Althoug-h Mr. Collier's following in
another place numbered 27, the Redistribu
lion of Seats Bill was passed by just the
absolute majority and no more, and 14 of
the majority were Nationalists and Countr~y
Party members. RBut for their support, the
Bill would not have been passed.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That goes to show
that Labour members are free, and are not
bound, as you always say they are.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS:- I did not catch
the hon. member's interjection. In 1924
'Mr. Collier referred to the outrageous
travesty of tire representation, hut he
allowed it to continue in 1927 and endea-
roared to defeat a Bill, ostensibly intro-
duced to remedy the l)osition, in 1929.
Fortunately the electors hare better repre-
sentation as a result of the passing of that
measure.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The Collier Oovern-
menit ought to have the credit for it.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I would be pre-
pared to give them the credit for it if they
had voted for it, but a majority of Labour
members were opposed to it. if any credit
is due for passing- the Bill, it should go to
Nrationialist and Conntr3- Party members,
through whose support it became law. Mr.
Collier, in his policy speech at Boulder, was
pleased to quote the statement of Mr. Davy,
M.L.A., who had said that the voice of the
people on this occasion would he given a
real opportunity of being heard, whereas in
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the past it had been, to say the least, dis-
tinctly mnuffled. ML~r. Collier quoted that,
taking to hiimself the credit for having given
the electors that opportunity. The inevit-
able happened, Mr. Collier's Governmnent
were defeated, and the Government who
have succeeded thent are more representa-
tive of the people than any Government the
State has had for the last 14 years.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I disagree with
!hint.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I expected the bon.
member to disagree, but I shall quote sonic
figures in support of my statement.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The goldflelds have
no representative in the Cabinet.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: It does not matter
who has the representation in the Cabinet.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You said the Gov-
ernment were more representative of the
people.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: 'Ye;, but the hon.
member is complaining because there is no
representative of the goldfields in the Cab-
inet. I do not think the people of Gerald-
ton, Fremantle, Albany or Bunbury are sat-
isfied with the representation, but portfolios
cannot be made representative of every area
in the State. At the Assembly elections 116
eitirpns anxious to serve their country for
their country's good nominated. Of the 50
seats, 39 were contested, 34 between parties,
and five by the representives of one party.
The high percentage of polling was almost
a record for the State. I have taken some
pains to look up the previous figures, and
I find that as far back as 1911, 74.88 per
cent. of the electors recorded their votes.
On this occasion the percentage was 74,44.
The highest voting was recorded in the
Sussex district with 89 per cent.; the lowest
was in Kanowna, a scattered electorate, with
59.47 per cent. There were 10 electorates
that recorded votes of 80 per cent., and nine
that recorded 75 per cent. Whilst the State
average was 74.44, the highest for 19 years,
that average was exceeded in 19 districts.
Whether that was due to the efficiency of
the Electoral Department, I cannot say, but
no fewer than 11 seats were uncontested,
which gave the department an opportunity
to devote their energies to the other districts.
There is another matter arising out of the
elections, one of first-rate importance to
members here, because it partictilarly affects
the Legislative Council, and for their action
the Collier administration deserve the

strongest condemnation. To suit one of the
candidates for South Province, Mr. Heenan,
who would have been only 2-9 years of age
at the usual time of issuing the writs, the
Government allowed only nine days from
nomination till election day. The Govern-
ment were quite 'within their legal rights in
so doing, hut never in the history of the
State had such a thing been done. Lest
some future Government be tempted to do
the same thing, I suggest to the Minister
that it would he opportune to amend the
Act so that electors would be assured of an
opportunity to record their votes.

Hon. C. B. Williams:. Was it never done
beforel'

Hon. B. H. HARRIS: Never in the his-
tory of tile State.

.Hon. C. B. Williams: Did not the same
thing, occur when Mr. Griffiths. was elected
to this House?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The late Mr.
Griffiths was a member of the Labour
Party-

Hon. C. B. Williams: Did not the same
thing occur then?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: There is a story
attached to that, and if the hon. member
interleets too much, I shall tell how that
gentleman was defeated, together with the
story of the selection baellot. Tt would he
very wine for the hon. member to leave the
selection ballots of the North-East province
s-everely alone-

Hon. C. B. Williams: Griffiths was elected
to this House.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The tactics
aotdto enable Mr. Heenan to nominate.

did not reflect credit on the Government.
From the party point of view, Labour mem-
bers were probably very keen to have him
as a candidate, but having regard to the
huge area of this State and the difficulties
of transport in districts where there is a
mail only once a week or once a fortnight,
the action of the 'Government was unfair.
Many electors did not have an opportunity
to learn the names of the candidates, much
less to vote for them.

Hon. 0. Fraser: Which province was
most affected?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I am not bothering
about that. I know that dozens of votes
arrived a week after tbe poll bad closed.
Although electors east their votes immedi.
ately the names of the candidates were avail-
able, they did not reach the returning officer
until after the poll.
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Ron. E.t Rose: What about North pro-
jN~rej
Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I think Mr. Mes

adequately put the case by describing the
Government as a crowd of bushrangers.
Therefore I need not express any opinion
about North provincea I am merely direct-
ing the attention of the House to the fact
that electors were deprived of the oppor-
tunity to record their votes Mhen there was
no necessity for it.

Hon. C. B. Williams: There was a very
large poll in that province.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I am not complain-
ing of our winning North-East or South
provinces.

. on. C. B. Williams: But the poli was
much larger.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The point is that
many people were denied the opportunity to
record their votes. Some members may
not be aware that the Act operates auto-
matically as regards redistribution. Section
10, Subsection (2), states that such procla-
mation shall be issued if by the report of
the Chief Electoral Officer to the Minister
it appears that enrolments in five electoral
districts fall short of or exceed by 20 per
cent. the quota under the Act. We had
more than that number above or below the
quota before the election was held. When
the Bill was before this House members
pointed out what the effect would be. The
Act provides that if five districts are above
or below the quota, a redistribution shall
be directed by proclamation, but the quota
is a fixture. There is no provision for the
natural increase of population within the
period of three years. There should have
been some arrangement for a flexible per-
centage of rise or fall, having regard to the
variation in population. Hf this is not altered,
we shall have a redistribution of seats even
three years. Unless the Government decide
to extend the term of the present Parlia-
ment, I suggest that it would be well to
remedy this error. It has been said that a
re-arrangement of Council boundaries is
overdue. Having regard to the fact that
theme will be a biennial election in 18
months' time, it would be wise for the Gov-
ernment to take steps for a redistribution
at an early dat. I wish to say a few words
regarding the poison gas offensive being
launched-

Hon. E. H. Gray: By you.
Hon. E. H. HARRIS: No, by Mr. Gray's

friends, regarding retrenchment, rationing,

the standard of living and unemployment.
With wild hurricane phrases and battleaxes,
Mr. Williams led the way, followed by Mr.
Fraser. I was also interested to hear sonme
members speaking on that subject iii an-
other place. They all claimed to be greatly
annoyed because the decision of the Pre-
miers' Conference was to be put into opera-
tion. They said there was a conspiracy to
cut down wages, and to lower the standard
of the man on the breadline.

Hon. E. H. Gray: There is no doubt
about that.

Hon. E. H.L HARRIS: To bring thein
down to the bread and dripping line. These
are the things that have been put up, and
yet their own representatives, Mir. Hogan,
Mr. Lionel Hill, and Mr. Scullin, all sat
at the Premiers' Conference and decided
that the cost of government must come or
in each of the States.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: The unemployed
are below the bread and dripping line al-
ready.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Some icembers
would rather repudiate the interest due to
bondholders. Another matter was in rela-
tion to the abolition of district allowances.
Why dlid Mr. Mc~allum, when Minister for
Works, make agreements fr living allow-
ances and other agreements with industrial
unionsV Why were they registered in
the Arbitration Courti It was to
preserve to the unions what had been given
to them firom the Treasury. We provide by
the Industrial Arbitration Act that if any-
one is dissatisfied he can bring his grievance
before the court. The tribunal was set up
specially to protect the standardq that mie~ht
be granted by the court, which is an indi-
pendent authority, in which every person
aggrieved should have confidence. It is for
the court to determine these matters. Them-
tribunal was of their own making, and the
president of their own selection. I have
never heard a word of protest
against Mr. President Dwyer. When Mr.
flrake-Brockman was appointed-and he
was in the political world, just as the pre-
sent holder of the position was-all kinds
of resolutions of protest were carried
against the appointment.

Ron. W. H. Kitson: Was he not presi-
dent of the Employers' Federation?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: He may have
been president of sixty societies. Mr. Jma-
lice Dwyer was the representative for
Perth in the Legislative Assembly. When
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he was ap~pointed to the position of presi-
dent those who opposed him in political
life had not one word of protest to offer.
It was this House which provided for the
appointment of a permanent president for
life. The Leader of the Opposition did not
make any drastic electioneering promises
to the people. He did not say that he
would provide work for All. He knew the
financial position better than most other
people did. Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, the
Prime Minister for England, said he looked
with dismay at the dole system, and would
provide suitable work for the unemployed
instead of putting them on the dole. The
number of unemployed has swollen con-
sideraly since then. Mr. Scullin came in
as Piine Minister and made the same pro-
mise. Mr. Lionel HI, the South Aus-
tralian Labour Premnier, did the same.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And so did Sir
James Mitchell.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Yes, and not one
man has been able to redeem his promise.
In his policy speech Mr. Collier said that
unemployment was world-wide, and would
not be solved by any country. Those
words were very true. We have unem-
ployment, and shall probably have it for
a long time. It is costing £E27,000 to
£28,000 a month to do what is being done
for the unemployed, and the numbers are
being augmented all the while, If there is
going to be a balancing of the Budget, II
suggest there should be a tax upon those
who are in employment to provide the
necessities for those who cannot find work.

Hon. C. B. Wilijams: The unemployed
voted for the Mitchell Government because
they assumed that work would be found
for them

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: What did the
party to which the hon. member belongs
suggest at their conference in Melbourne?
When asked for a solution, they said,
"Put on all the printing machines, and let
us print £20,000,000 worth of notes." This
was all that was forthcoming from the best
brains of the Labour Party in Australia.
They were not anxious abou t rectifying the
trade balance.

Hon. C. B. Williams: It could not be
better than it is now, when there is one
person in six out of work.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: They said that
was the way to find jobs for everyone. The
Premiers, whether Labour or otherwise,

were unable to overcome the difficulty of
unemployment. Their duty therefore is to
do the best they can on behalf of the State
in which they are interested.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Everything that
is being done is against Labour. That is
admitted now.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: There are ac-
cusations that the standard of living is
being attacked. We may say of some mem-
bers of Parliament that they are always
harping upon something, If they may not
harp in Heaven, they are certainly harp-
ing here.

Hon. C. B. Williams: This is our
Heaven, and we are not going to leave it.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: .1 should like to
know from Mr. Williams what the stan-
dardi are, and upon what they are based.
There was a time when 20s. bought a
pound's worth of goods, but to-day it takes
35s. or 36s. to buy the same quantity.
What are our standardst They cannot be
said to be permanent. The only thing that
is permanent is the value of our coinage.
You buy a certain weight of fine metal,
add a little alloy, and you get a coin that
has a standard value or price. It does not
vary. What are standards based on? I
hope before the debate closes some defini-
tion will be afforded to us under that head-
ing.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Perhaps the quality
of the paper we use.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I ask this of Mr.
Williams: Are the standards based on
political favours handed out by Ministerst
What is the standard of the old-age pen-
sioner? At one time the standard was
l0s., but subsequently by half crowns it
was put up to one pound.

Hon. C. B. Wdliamns: It ought to be more
now.

Bon. E. H. HARRIS: The hon. member
has a Labour Government in power in the
Federal sphere, and can urge that question
with them. What is the farmuer's stand-
ard? I understand the standard is what he
produces. I do not know of any other.

Hon. C. B. 'Williams: Unfortunately it is
low at present.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: There may he
others who will come down to that stand-
ard yet. The hon. member argues that if
a person is fortunate enough to have a wage
based on what the court may say the indus-
try can carry, he must continue to get that
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though the industry can no longer carry of the conference of Treasurers in the other

Hion. Sir William Lathinin: Or pay.
Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Yes, in some in-

stances. In the gold mining industry the
matter was regarded from the point of view
of what the industry could pay. Thus we
have unfortunate miners on the Golden Mile
working for 12 months for 2s. a week less
than other workers ini the metropolitan area.
We can take it that some standards are fixed
permanently and some are not; and some
are fixed on what the wage-tearner produces,
and others on what we get for the amount
paid.

Hon. W. T1. Glasheen: It should he on
what we get.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Perhaps someone
will tell me what is the standard of a cric-
keter. What is Bradlman's standard, for
instance? Does it depend on the runs be
makes?

Hon. W. H. Kitson: On -what he can
make.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: He deliversth
goods. I want to know where the standard
begins and ends. Many1 people are ravin
about the supposed attack on the standards.
What do they mean!

Hon. E. H. Gray: The standard of liv-
ing.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Is the standard of
living fixed by a member of Parliament, or
by a Minister, or upon what a juan pro-
duces? If members will put forward some
concrete proposition they may assist the
Government to find out what can be done.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I am. not going
to assist your speech.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: 'My colleague
dealt exhaustively with the financial posi-
tion. He stressed a very significant point;
that, if we are to liblnce the ledger, we
must show a surplus of £C56,000 a month
from now to the end of June. Some luau-
bern say that is impracticable. I will not
say it is impossible, but if we cannot do
it we must at least do our best. The efforts
of all the people must be put forth to assist
the Government in this direction.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You may show it on
paper, but it will not work out in prac-
tice.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I believe the MIit-
chell Government are endeavouring to fulfil
their obligations and conform to the wishes

States. To achieve that a sacrifice must
be made practically by everyone. Almost
everyone who has written to the Press or
made speeches in public has desired to start
on nienbers of Parliament. It is evidently
intended to make them serve as the exam-
pie. The Treasurers have agreed to do cer-
tain thin±ps, and the policy is to carry them
out. I do emphatically protest against
domestic tools who consider we should start
at the bottom and work up. If we want
to pull down a structure and get the
work done quickly, all we have to do is to
cut away the foundation. The rest will
then topple over.

Hon. E. H. Gray: And cut you down,
too.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: We should be in
the debris. The same thing would apply
in this instance.

lHon. C. B. Williams: We would never
go on strike.

lion. lE. 1. HARRIS: I say "Hainds off
the man on the bottom rang until we deal
with the muan at the top." All the higher
grades need attention first. I find that the
highest grade of salaries coming under spe-
cial Acts covers the Chief Justice and his
colleagues on the Bench. In 1927, by an
Act brought down by the Collier Govern-
merit, the salaries of judges were increased
by U300 a year. The proper place at which
to start retrenchments is at the £2,'300 level,
working down on a graduated scale and on
a pro rata basis to the lower levels. We in-
creased the salaries of judges by about IS
per (tent.

lon. U. WV. Miles: And the salaries of
members were increased by 50 per cent.

lion. E.t H. IIAIRIS: I am not forget-
liug the members. Marry civil servants come
under special Acts, and some attention
should be devoted to them before members
of Parliament are reached. The latter will,
be~ reached in their turn as the pruning-
knfe goes deeper in. I hope the Govern-
ment will not wait until they are forced by
circumstances to attend to this matter, and
that tliney will at an early date make an an-
nouneernent of what they propose to do.

Hon. Sir William Lothlain: The commaier-
cial world has had to do it.

M1ember: What about the Governor's
salary?
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Hon. E. H. HARRIS: We did not in-
crease the Governor's salary. WVhen he re-
tires the question of reducing the salary of
the new Governor may be taken into con-
sideration.

lion. CP. B. Williamus: Let him have a
spell.

Hon. EC. H. HARRIS: And appoint the
hon. member in that position.

Hon. C. B. Willialms: Let him have five
Years off, or let the Governors go alto-
gether.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Looking up thle
special Acts, I see they cover judges, Minis-
ters of the Crown, the President of this
Chamber, the Speaker, members of Parlia-
rment, the Public Service Commissioner, the
Commissioner of Police, the Commissioner
of Railwvays, the members of the Arbitration
Court, and many other officers. There are
160 civil servants; in receipt of salaries ex-
ceeding £600 per annum. According to the
"Government Gazette" of the 19th August,
1930, 130 civil servants receive payments
totalling. £C109,509. In addition, there are
the higher grades uinder special Acts. onl
a rough calculation I would s:'y that about
350 salaries exceed those of members of Par-
liament. . The highest-paid civil servant re-
ceive. 49',4011, The tnt.1 of the pernnanenit
staff eiplov %d in the public ,-rvw(e is 1,735
with salaries totalling 9574,?57.

Hon. G4. W. Miles: How much is that
apiece?

Hon. EC. I1. IIAliRIS: I have not worked
it out, because a reference to the Public
Service List shows that a number of civil
servants receive district allowances and other
emoluments. A police sergeant may he, in
addition, a clerk of courts, or local bailiff,
or registrar, such additional office carrying
another paymnut . A large number of civil
servants whose total pay exceeds £601) pc1 -
annun, are not indicatedi here. T have not
dealt with any civil servants below that
salary. However, so niany people are call-
ing for reduction of thle salaries of members
of Parliament that it is perhaps appropriate
to quote the salaries received by some other
sections.

Holl. C. B. Williams: Do you say they
were not earned!

Hon. Kl H. HARRIS: As to that we will
gay what has been said about standards.
That is the standard Pgiven to some civil
servants by Act of Parliament and to others
by the Arbitration Court.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: What about in-
comes apart from wages?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I would start at
the top with about 20 per cent., and pro-
ceed on a graduated scale coming down to
1 per cent.

Hon. C. B. Williams: In the case of all?
Hon. E. H. HARRIS: No. Possibly when

wre come to the question of an unemployed
sustenance tax there wvill he a chance for
the Government to include them all.

Hon. C. B. Williams: What would Youi do
with the primary producers?

Hon. V. Hamiersley: They have nothing
to take.

Hon. Ef. I1. HARRIS: When speaking on
tile results of the last general election I
omitted to quote certain figures, and I will
supply them now. As a result'of elections
for 34 contested seats, Labour received
52,825 votes, Nationalists 47,742, Country
Party 19,404, and Independents 2,536.
Those figures represent first and second pre-
ference votes added together. There remain
16 seats. Seeing that 74.44 per cent, of the
electors recorded their votes, I have taken
75 per cent. of the numbers on the roll for
these seats, and I have applied 75 per cent.
of thant figure to the p~arty which claimed the
seat and 25 Pcr Cent, to the other party.

Hon. V. B. Wyilliams: Ilery conservative,
;ire you not?

Hon. E. 1B. HARRIS: No. Ilam partica-
lari1' liberal to tie Labour Party. In the
ease of nine uncontested Lahour seats,' I
have applied 75 ller cent, of the votes to
Labour and 25 per cent, to Nationalists.
Tha~t is most generous. In the ease of one
uncontested Nationalist scat I have applied
25 per. eent,' to Labour and 75 per cent. to
Ntionalis ts. Then I take the Mt. Magnet

seat, which was contested by Labour only,
and allot 75 per cent. of the votes to Labour
.ad 25 per cent, to ,Nationalists. In the
eaise of Perth, which was contested by
Nationalists only, I apply 7.5 per cent, to
Nationalists and 25 per cent, to Labour. Tn
thep case of Pingelly, Beverley and Wagin,
three seats; contested by Couintry Party can-
didates onlyv, I have applied 75 per cent, to
Country' Party and 25 per cent, to Labour.
On that basis I arrive at the. followino'
totals :-Labour 78,526, Nationalist 61,309,
Country Party 28,434, and Independent
2,5.36: or a total of 170,805,
which fig-ure represents almost 7.5
per cent. of electors on the. roll.
Taking the votes opposed to Labour, we
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find they represent 27 seats with 92,279
electors, as against 23 seats for Labour, with
78,526 electors. I quote these figures to em-
phasise the point that the present Govern-
nment are more representative of the people
than the previous Government were.

Hon. E. H. ('ray: That table will not
stand investigation.

lion. E. H. HARRIS: The hon. member
may he interested to look up the figures and
ascertain what the Labour Party would have
if we allowed them 101) per cent, of the
three-quarters of the electors. He would dis-
cover that Labour had not a majority even
in that case. However, I thank the hon.
member for his interjection. Now I wish
to say a few words on the gold mining in-
dustry, the industry that has consistently
contributed to thle welfare of the State. Its
regularity in that respect has been such ats
to justify gold producers in believing that
no further burdens will be east upon their
industry. The decline in the gold yield was
recently brought uunder the notice of the
Federal Government, who received the dele-
gation most courteously but informed them
emphatically that mining was a wasting as-
set, and that the policy of the Federal Gov-
erment was to assist only such industries
a-s could be firmly and permanently estab-
lisihed, so as to stand on their own feet-
galvanised iron, wire netting, and so forth.
We were extremely disappointed with the
results of the delegation to the East. Since
then the tariff has been so altered as to in-
flicet further hardships on the mining in-
dustry. The bulk of them fall on gold mini-
ing, although in. one or two respects, such
as firewood, a little relief is granted. We
hope that the State Government, in their
effort to balance the Budget, will see fit to
steer clear of any further taxation on gold
mining. Recently the mines have had im-
posed upon them the full burden of insnr-
once of compensation under the Third Sched-
ule to the Workers' Compensation Act, and
for ordinary accidents. I believe the ex-
pense pans out at between is. 5d. and is.
6id. per shift for every mna engaged in the
industry. That is a severe burden. The
previous Government had paid some of the
cost out of the disabilities grant, but I un-
derstand that the whole of that grant is now
exhausted and that each company has to pay
the full amount of its own insurance. Some
people have an idea that gold is only good
for the purpose of gilding picture frames,

filling teeth, and a few other purposes; tut
iwe had in. Western Australia the use of

the gold that is produced in the State, it
would he a great advantage to the Treasurer.
Our gold production, however, is under the
aegis of Canberra, and we can do nothing.
It has been a great. asset to the Common-
wealth. Realising that fact, the Federal
Goverinment have' co rmandeered our gold.
It Western Australia had the benefit of the
gold produced within its borders-75 per
eeit, of this entire production of the Com-
mion wealth-it would materially assist, as
Mr. Glasheen hasi said, both the wool grower
and the wheat grower of this State, the two
producern who, Mr. Glasheen claims, will
sa rc. A ristralia.

Hon. A. Lovekiri: Cannot we get the value
of the exchange on it?'

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: We are getting the
alue of the exchange, which undoubtedly i3

a beneft; but if we had the gold to export
ourselves, or. if it could. be sold to the State
Treasurer and he could utilise it with the
Westminster Bank, the result would be in-
finitely better for Western Australia. Of
the State's mineral production, gold is valued
at £1,602,142, and other minerals at £485,751,
a total of £2,087,893. Hon. members will
niotice that rougly three-fourths of the value
of minerals produced in Western Australia
is represented by gold. During 192S-29 the
grade of gold-bearing ore treated throughout
thie State was reduced by 1.18s. per ton.

Sittillg srisperrdroin 6.j. I t7..0 p.m.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Before tea I wais
pointing out that the gold-hearing ores treated
throughout the State had decreased in grade
by 1.18s. per ton, and that the East Cool-
gardie goldfields has usually produced 75
per cent, of the State's yield. Meanwhile
the grade of ore in that locality, where the
majority of the gold is won, has reduced
friomt 56.614 to 52.48 per ton crushed, or a
reduction of 4.l6s. per ton. Likewise, our
tonnage treated has fallen by 17,082 tons per
annum, and taking the number of men on
all classes of maining the tons per man have
decreased from 171.39 to 157.02, or a de-
crease of 14.37 tons per man. The lower
tonnage does not indicate that the men are
going slow, or doing less in the industry,
but that the iningl is being carried out on
a smaller scale owing to the fact that the
higher grades of ore hare been extracted
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fromi the mines. This is reflected as I
have indicated. When we summarise the
whole thing for the year we find that every-
thing ha been reduced, ounces by 16,232,
grade by 1.l8s., and tons per man by 14.37.
My object in referring to this is to point
out that whilst the State is in financial dif-
ficulties, the mining comnpanies are similarly
situated, and that whilst the golden grain,
as the farmer's representatives here call it,
has been of grat assistance to the Govern-
ment and the State generally, we certainly
have to await, an opportunity to sell that
commodity, whereas gold, immediately it is
won and refined, has a standard value and
is also of very great assistance to the State.
As for dividend-paying mines, we have
practically got down to one, and the manl-
agement of that mine has just indicated
that, the costs being so high, they will have
to reduce the grade of the ore and, corre-
spondingly, the dividend that will be paid.
Now I wish to remark upon a certain pro-
posal made by Mr. Seddon, Mr. Ailsop, and
me, and submitted to the Minister for Mines
wvhen recently he visited the goldfields. The
proposal was in reg~rd to sustenance to
prospector~s. There is no doubt whatever of
the very great number of men whom the
Government arc providing with sustenance
in Perth. Numbers of those men formerly
lived on the goldfields and may be tenned
qualified prospectors. Instead of the Gov-
erment granting sustenance to those men,
capable men, here in Perth, wve suggested
that a sum of money he set aside for pros-
pectors and that those prospectors be drawn
from the men now unemployed in Perth.
What it would cost the Government in ad-
dition to the actual sustenance would be
merely tools, and in many instances the
Government would have a supply of tools
from which to assist those men. The pros-
pect of a prize would be quite sufficient in-
centive for any man accustomed to mining
to go out and earn his sustenance in the
bush. As to the provision relating to miners'
phthisis, there is in the Speech no refer-
ence to the proposed consolidation of the
Miners' Phthisis Act and the State Insur-
ance Act. The operations of both deeply
concern the goldfields, and from time to time
on the floor of the House we have submitted
that the Government should give considera-
tion to the amalgamating of the two de-
partments. Also we have directed attention

to the effect the Act is having on men af-
flicted with phthisis, as well as on those
suffering from tuberculosis. Recently there
was pegged out a new field that bon.
members may have heard of, a fied in which
there are the Patricia leases, in the Edju-
dina district. It is there we have had the
revelation of the Miners' Phithisis Act operat-
ing harshly. Mden who are tubercular are
not allowed to work in the mines on the
Golden Mile because they are a menace to
their fellow workers. Blut at the Patricia,
many of which leases are covering a big
salt lake, we find that those men are pro-
hibited from working even there, unless they
own their own leases. We have instances
Of men who Pegged out leases and worked
them for themiselves; but inmmediately they
sold their leases, or gave options to com-
panies, and a company was prepared to em-
ploy those men, merely because there were
other employees the tubercular men who
had previouslyheld the leases had to be dis-
charged from work. it is virgin country
where foaming is necessary, and where thie
experienced prospector is essential. yet
the 'young inexperienced man is frequently
brought in to do the 'work, whereas
the mlost experienced is not even
allowed to Wash off a Prospect.
As for a T.B. man being a menace to his
fellow workers in the open country such
as that at the Patricia, the argument does
not apply at all. It is very necessary to
have the existing precautions prohibiting
tubercular men from working in a deep
mine. An instance may be given of a
tubercular man who had been well-sinking
on an adjacent pastoral lease. That man
is prohibited from working on the sinking

ofa shaft in a Mine. Yet he can go 100
miles away and sink a shaft for a pastoral
company looking for water. As a tuber-
cular patient he cannot contaminate any
gold that is in the mine, but he can con-
taminate the water in the well. Yet whilst
he is prohibited from working in a mine,
he is not prohibited from sinking a well
for water. We also have on the goldields
the Mine Workers' Relief Committee, re-
presentative of the employers and the em-
ployees, with the warden as chairman. For
Years they have been administering the
'dine Workers' Relief Fund. To the Gov-
ernment looking around for opportunities
to effect economies, I suggest they might

497
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Avell consider handing over the adninistra- Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Of course so. I
tion of the Miners' Phthisis Act to that
committee or board, which is an indepen-
(lent 0o10 and quite capable of doing very'
effective work. Another point for con-
sideration, particularly in these times of
stress, is the loss in production of gold to
the State by the closing down of the in-
dustry whilst the annual holidays are
taken. Arbitration Court awards provide
that the men are entitled to 12 days' holi-
day. Unlike the men in the post office or
in the railway system, the miners do not
take their holidays at various periods of
the year. The mines closes dowvn for 12
days, and that means that every man has
to take that number of days whether he
is entitled to two, thre' e, or more days.
Quite apart from the national loss en-
tailed, which I say is not justified, the ob-
jection has been that if a man wvas; entitled
to his holidays at, say, this period of the
year, he could not get a cheap railway
pass tit holiday rates, as he could at Christ-
mas time. I understand that matter was
submitted to the previous Government and
they indicated that it was impracticable to
amend the existing system. But we find it
is done in other industries. Throughout the
farming areas special railway facilities are
granted to those desiring to come to the
city for the annual Royal Show. And if
the farn employees cannot come then, they
can come along at some other period of the
year. I submit that the Government should
make the necessary provision that on a
man signing an application countersigned
by the mine management, he should be
supplied with a ticket that would allow
him to travel at excursion rates at any
period of the year. I spoke to the Min-
ister about it only a few minutes ago and
he said there was no difficulty in the wvay.
I suggested that if that were so, we should
be pleased if he would be good enough to
make a public declaration on the goldields
to that effect. Recently a number of men
have been put off the mines-54 were put
off one mine last week-and the manager
informs me that he will reinstate them in
two or three weeks' time. If those men
could now take their holidays, they could
work through the Christmas period, when
other men were going off on holidays.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Provided the men
were willing.

know Some men tipl there who are anxious
to come down to the Royal Agricultural
Show.

lion. C. B. Williams: I know 1,800 that
do not want to.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: Others would
like to come down at Easter time. If we
were to apply to the railways and the post
office the system that obtains in the mining
industry, everybod 'y would wvant to go on
holiday% at Christmas time.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You are advocat-
ing rotation of holidays

Ron. E. H. HARRIS: Yes, and I say it
is a sAcme that so much revenue should be
lost to the State through the industry clos-
ing down for 12 days. .1 know that Mr.
Williams and others associated with the
A.WXJ. have vigorously opposed this, but
for my part I could never see any real ob-
jection to it. When I was working in the
industry T was always anxious to get away
at any other than Christmas time, when the
travelling facilities were more attractive
than at that period of the year. However, if
as the Minister say there is no difficulty
in the way of establishing a better system,
I should like him to make a public declara-
tion to that effect.

Hon. C. B. Williams: There are family
men and others who could not get away at
Christmas time.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Of course it would
not suit everybody. There must be excep-
tions. However. T submit the suggestion to
the Minister and I hope he will consider it.
I commend Mr. MViles for the exhaustive
analyvsis he made of the Collie coal file. He
referred to the Collie coal scandal of the
1923 elections when MrY. Scaddan had signed
a Certain agreement, and showed that almost
word for word a similar document was
signed in 1927. 1 remember mentioning
that there were eight men within the pre-
cincts of this House who threatened the
Government that if they did not sign an
agreement in the same terms as the previous
one, it would be a question of their going
on strike. The Government signed the
agreement, and we have evidence of the re-
newal of the agreement as indicated by Mr.
Miles. This was apparently done against
the wishes of the Commissioner of Railways,
that he should further investigate the matter
relating to coal supplies and hold it up for
six months. We are indebted to Mr. Miles
for hoving thrown the spot light on the



[tO SEPTEMBER, 1930.] 499

transactions of the Collie coal companies and
the union representatives. I was amazed
to find that members of industrial organ-
isations, as disclosed by the file, should have
met in the Commissioner's office and practi-
cally dictated to him.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: In the buy-
ers' office.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The Commissioner
is supposed to be free from political influ-
ence, and yet we find representatives of the
Trades Hall, -Mr. Barker, Mr. Mooney and
others, dictating to him in his own office.

Hon. C. B. Williams: All the Bolsheviks.
Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I do not say so,

but will accept the hon. member's definition.
These men sat in the Oomnmissioner's office
and practically laid it dowvn that a certain
p.ercentage of the coal from each of the re-
speetivo mines should be taken by him as
per contract.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And you have just
found that out.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I was not aware
of it.

Hon. Sir William Lathinin: Nor were
any of us aware of it.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You have been
neglectful of your duty.

Holl. B. H. HARRIS: I had no oppor-
tunity to look at the files, but after doing so
I am amazed at what I mead. It is suggested
that all the file is not here.

Hon. C. B. Williams: It was all in the
"West Australian" newspaper. I have mead
it hundreds of times.

Hon. G. Fraser: You are a long time
waking up to the fact.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: It is better to be
late than never.

Hon. G. Fraser: It has been going on
only for nine years.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: That is nine year,
too long.

Hon. W. H. Kitson,: The full story has
not vet been told.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The Commissioner
must, Ave understand, buy in the market to
which he is directed by a political organisa-
tion. I want to know whether all the steel,
coal, or oil handled by Government depart-
mnents is ordered in the same way, by a depu-
tation of unionists.

Hon. G. Fraser: Do you know how it all
started?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: We know some-
thing about that, but I want to know who is

going- to finish it. MNr. Miles has suggested
the appointment of a Royal Commission.

Member: That would be too costly.
Hon,. W. H. Kitson; He did not tell you

tile whole story.
Hon. E. It. HARRIS: I hope the hon.

member will tell us that which has been left
unsaid. When the Government suggested
goingi to the Arbitration Court with regard
to district allowances and the hours of
labour for unionists that are employed in
their service, I, and other members, received
a long letter from various organisations. I
propose to read a short extract from this
circular letter, which is signed b -y about a
dozen industrial Organisations and is
directed to eve" member of the Legislature.
The paragraph in question reads--

Ft is otir desire to approach, tile Government
by ineans of n representative anld ;iflhtential
dalputationl to seek tile withdrawal of thle pro-
posal referred to, and I ami directed by my
tition t" ask if you will personally take part
in anid sepport tile depotation w-itI, this objec-
tive.

I was astounded to receive a letter couched
in that language from an industrial body
registered in the court and working under a
registered agreement. When an aggrieved
party desires to have its differences set-
tledI it should go to the tribunal appointed
for thre purpose, but in this case an en-
deavour was made to induce members of the
Legislature to make this a political ques-
tion. They were to organise together and
say to the Government, "You bring your in-
fluence to bear to prevent the Conrissmoner
from having this case heard by the Arlbibra-
fne Court."

Hon. C. B. Williams: It was ijiimida-
tin'!, was it not?

.Hon. E. H. HARRIS: yes. It showed
the weakness of their ease that they wanted
!P porevent its being heard. 1 have never
been able to find a reason fo- putti rg for-
ward this proposition, but after reading
the file dealing with the coal contracts I can
understand the wyhole reason Fer the wish
to make this a political issue. We have seen
the mnner in which these Trades Hall
orgtanipat~ons have their deaflngs with the
Comnxigsioner, and how they dictate to him
in hip office. Whether he refused toa meet
them or not I do not konw. The fact re-
main,. this circular letter was issued as I
have stated. It was suiggestedl that influence
should be brought to bear through political
so']rees to prevent the case from being
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beard. 1 have solved the po-obleni of the
reason tor the writing of the letter by thet
file in connection with Collie coal.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I think it was a
little bit of a feather in our cap.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The hon. member,
as well as mysel and others, supported. the
establishment of a tribunal so that matters
of this sort might he brought before an im-
partial body. That is the proper place to
which such a ease should be taken. I re-
garded that as the proper thing to do, and
notified the orgauisations concerned accord-
ingly. From what I can see of the whole
business an investigation is necessary. I
hope -Mr. Mfiles will call for the other files
dealing with former contracts so that we
may know more about the transactions,' and
if afterwards he moves a motion for the
appointment of a Royal Commission I will
give it, my support. There were 544,719
tons of coal raised last year and a standard
price was fixed for the purchase. This
included the transport from Collie to Perth.
A large percentage of thle coal was also used
at Bunbury, Albany, and other places. It
would be interesting to know whether a
smaller charge was made for hauling the
coal to the places where it was used over
short distances, or whether a charge was
made on a flat rate on the basis of what
it would he at this end. Mr. Williams the,
other night was rather vigorous in his re-
marks. Whilst I do not sa 'y they were tile
-reddest of the red, I must say they had
rather a. red complexion.

Hfon. C. B. Williams: Rather pink.
Hfon. E, H. HARRIS: They wentsoe

what beyond the pink colour.
Hon. C. B. Williams: You cfln put me

in the red clna any time you like.
Hfon. E. Hr. HARRIS: He told us in

clear language and. emphatically that he
would repudiate the bondholders before he
would repudiate the unemployed.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is correct. I
repeat that definitely.

Hon. E. H_ HARRIS: He was definitely
opposed to the rationing of Work. In the
many cases that have come before the court,
which is set apart for deslinr with such
things, the rationing of work has been
allowed.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is not to say
it is right.

The PRESIDENT: I must ask the hon.
member not to interject.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The hon. member
has expressed his opinion, and I intend to
express mine. If the sum of £5 were avai-
able to be split up amongst five men, four
of whom needed work, hut one of whom was
in work, the hon. member would not ration
chat £5 bitt would give it to the mian who
was in work and thus provide him with full
wages and full meals. The others would
get no money and no meals. I would. not
agree to that principle. Then he referred
to members of the Legislature. He does not
approve of -red 'ucing their salaries. He
takes up the stand that the salaries; of mnem-
bers should not be reduced in times like
this, because it would be a sign of weaknes
indicating that menmbers believed in a re-
Aiuction for the man on the lower rung of
the ladder.

Hon. C. -B. Williams: You speak fa:
yourself. Do not try to speak for me.

Hon. E. H. HRBIS: The bon. member
said he did not believe in reducing the sal-
aries of members of Parliament.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The salary of any-
one.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS:- That remark en-
tirely emphasises my point.

Hon. J. -Nicholson: I thought he said,
ncmlwvrs of Parliament.

lion. C. B. Williams: I said, of anyone.
Hon. E. HI. HARRIS: His object in op-

posing this, reduction was that he mighit pro-
tect the man who was receiving between
91 a week and 4 a week. He said he
would repudiate the bondholder, but not
the unemployed. rrhen lie tackled the ques-
tion or interest diar-ges. Let us see who
thle bondholders are. If we look at the
recordls we will find that such societies as
the A.-M.P., the National iIutusl, and
other.; took up millions of pounds worth of
war bonds and loans.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And the A.W.U.
lion. E. If. HARRIS: Those societies

are made up of people who insure their
lives for the protection of those dependent
upon them. They are the thrifty people of
the community aw1 are the workers in a
great majority of cases.

Hon. C. B3. Williams:- How many of the
millions would they own?

Hon. E. ifl. HARRIS: The hon. member
suggests that their interest should be repu-
diated, the interests of the worker, of the
man who through an unfortunate set of cir-
cumstances cannot get any employment. The

500
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hon. member has said, "I will see him
starve because T would repudiate the inter-
est due to bondholders." He would see
him starve and lose his interest of a few
shillings a week, that is filtering through
to him by means of his investment in these
bonds. i will leave the matter at that. I
merely wanted to know where the hon. mem-
her stood, because occasionally hep changes
his mind.

Hon. C. B. Williams: lie knows where
be stands.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: 1 suggest to the
Leader of the House that he should make
an effort to bring down a Hospitals Bill,
deleting from it the clause objected to by
this House when it was last before us. As
Mr. Williams has said it is an inherent fail-
ing of Australians to gamble. I should like
to see them given the opportunity to gam-
ble, if we may term it so, by the issue of
premium bonds. 'Many people will not go
in for sweeps or anything of that kind, but
premium bonds would meet the ease for both
parties. Many people who are holding on
to their money now would probably respond
to an issue of premium bonds. A constant
stream of money is going out of Western
'Australia to the other States running into,
I believe, thousands of pounds a week. It
is quite logical to suppose that premium
bonds would keep the money in the State
and in circulation, and that the scheme
would meet with so immediate a response as
would probably help the present sitution.

Hron. E. H. Gray: Would you favour a
lottery?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: After the experi-
ence of the other States, Queensland in par-
ticular, I would not favour lotteries at all.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Premium bonds are
much better.

Hoe. E. H. HARRIS: I note that the
Government propose to introduce a Bill
seeking authority to deal with State trad-
ing concerns. I suggest they bring the
measure forward as quickly as possible after
the Addiess-in-reply debate is over. The
Bill will have my cordial support. I have
repeatedly expressed myself with emphasis
on that point in this Chamber. An inspec-
tion of the file which has been laid on the
Table leads me to think it is a pity we can-
not find someone to buy our railway sys-
tern, thus enaibling us to get away from the
whole lot of the trading concerns. As re-

gards thle gathering- of income tax, in these
times of difficulty men are getting their ac-
counts for inc *orne tax already, when they
have no money with which to pay. Success-
futl tributers whlo ic-invested their money in
gold-mining and lost it are now receiving
accounts for income tax. If a system could
be devised whereby particularly the wage-
earning- section could pay income tax by at-
taching stamps, there would be a good op-
portunity for them to pay once a fortnight;
and the money would be coming ia to the
Government every day of the week. I sup-
port the suggestion to that effect put for-
ward by, I think, Air. Lovekin in a circular
issued quite recently. If the Government
are to proclaim a moratorium against rents
and accounts due by farmers, I respectfully
suggest to the Leader of the House that the
Government should consider a moratorium
for men payia g union dues.

The -Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: Do- you suggest a moratorium?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: No. It has been
announced in a weekly paper that the Gov-
ernment have been considering such a step,
and accordingly I suggest to the Minister
that the Government might also consider
a moratorium in respect of contributions to
industrial unions. Men out of work cannot
get jobs unless they are members of some
union. It sometimes happens that a man
has to bie it member of half a dozen unions
in the course of at year so that he may get
one job. Some years ago, when there wv is
ian Uneiploymuent difliculty, contributions
were made by emaployers . They were par-
ticularly asked to assist the unemployed.
Sir Thomas Coombe made provision for a
big crowd of them at his theatre. It was
thent discovered from the disbursement of
the moneys subscribed that at man could not
get work unless he put up 25s. to become a
member of an organisation, and perhpos
even then lie would only get a temporary
job.

Hon. G. Fraser: That bunkurn was ex-
ploded a long time ago.

Hon. E.i H. HARRIS: The bunkum that a
man had to belong to half a dozen unions?
There is no provision for a man to change
from one union to another. I should be
very pleased if the opposite could be proved.
Mr. Lovekin can prove what I have stated.
I remember being questioned on the
point-it was during the month of Septem-
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her, too--and saying to him. -You do not
mean that those men have to pay 25s. to gt
a ticket?" His reply was, "Yes." I then
sid , "Do you know that that ticket, even if
the man happens to be fortunate enough to
get. a job, will have to be replaced by a fresh
one very soon, because tickets are issued for
12 months?"

Hon. C. B. Williams: You do not under-
stand the A.W. U. constitution.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon. E. H. HARRIS:- I know the consti-

tution sufficiently well to he aware that the
fee is 25s. a year. I also know that thene
are some organisatious which will not Issue
clearances to their members.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Ts this one of them?
Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The consequence

is that before a roan can get another job, he
bas to join another organisation. I have
here a cutting which say

A distressing feature of this work is that a
man has often to belongu to three Labour
unions in order to get a job.

This is a eutting from the "Wes;tralian
Worker." It is not unusual for a casuail
worker in the course of 12 months to be
compelled to take out tickets in half a dozen
un~ions, paying an entrance fee in each.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Is it stated in the
"Worker?"

Hont. E. H. HAXVRRIS: Yes.
Hon. C. 1B. Williams: Do not say the

AW.O. refuse clearances, because they do
not.

Hona. E. H. flAB hiS: The names of the
unions are not mentioned.

Hon. G. Fraser: We challenge your state-
nient that a man has to pay 25s. before get-
ting a job.

Hlon. E. II. HIARRIS: The AM.WL give
coupons for 5s., but the man who holds theit
is never a member of the union if he inaks
ever so many payments of 5,,. The vonsli-
tution of the A.W.U. provide., that in order
to become a memher he must pay 26q. Hn,
pays 5s. now, and at the end of the la.,
term, Just before the other payment is due.
lie pays 5s., and] then for half an hour hep i'
a full -blown member. However, I shall not
pursue the matter any further than to
say-

Hon. C. B. Williams: You are getting
into deep water.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. E. H. HARRI1S: The three watch-
words for Western Australia are efficiency,
vision, and faith in the resources of the
State. They will help to pull us through
the many diflcnlties that confront us. Frc-n
the highest in the State to the humblest. all
eans assist the community in an effort to
overcome those d~ffculties. 1 ,upport the
motion for the adoption 'if the Address-in-
reply.

HON. E. ROSE (South-West) [8.9]:
Before addressing myself to the motion lbe-
Core the! Chamber I desire to join with other
members in extending to you, Mr. President,.
most hearty cong-ratulations on the high boat-

Our, Which has been conferred upon you by'
IHis Majesty the King. It must he nio4
gratifying to you, Sir, to know that the
good work you have done for this State anwI
for the Commonwealth during the time you.
have been in public life is appreciated not
only by the peop~le of AUstralia, but also by
His Majesty the King. We all hope thnt
you may liv-e many11V Years to enjoy the hizih
honour conferred upon you. 1 also wish to
congratulate the Leader of the House upon
his selection for ~a portfolio. From, past ex-
perience I know that Mr. Baxter will ably'
carry out the many duties which devolve
upon the Leader of this Chamber. I sylkn.
pnthise with hini as regards the probl.-ris
before the Government. Undoubtedly, thie
Ministry have serious dillienltips to OVeV-
come. r desire to ext end a weiromec to thep
niew nicmnbers, f this Hlouse. They w ill flild,
I think, that the regiintix'e Coneqil is a
place in which matters can lie (diseussed
freely, and with great bentefit to the people,
I wish to express - nay sympathy with the re-
latives of the late Mir. Jr. R. Brown. As
other members have said, Mr. Brown -was
a man whom one hadt to know bepfore one adt-
mnired him ais lie des.erved. I did not reall y
know himn until lie had teen a "ear or two
in the flou, After I zot to know him. I
found him to lwp a man of lovable nature, a
man whom one had to respect and admire.
For several years before his death Mr.
Brown suffered greatly, and the liatieneep
with which he bore hi-; suifferings, was exemn-
Ilory. T also wish to extend my sympathy
to our universally esteemed Chairman of
Committees, who ha!4 been ill for some time.
I hope that before longr hr will he back in
this House, completely restored to health.
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We all grieve to know that our, Clerk oi
Parliaments is ill, and we hope that he a1.o
will be restored to health and be spared for
many years to assist in the work of the
Chamber as ably as he has done in
the past. Turning to 'H is Ex--il-
leney's Speech one is forced to
realise that the task lefo~re the new Gov-
ernment is stupendous. Ministers have only
assumed office during1 the last few mionths.
and they have tremendous difficulties con-
fronting, them. The condi tion of the finance-
must he a great worry to the Government.
Tbor have to carry out the agreement ar-
rived at with the other State Premiers and
the Primne Minister as regards balancing& the
]Budget. Revenue has fallen fast, and there
will be great difficulty in making income
cover expenditure. Ministers will have to
economise, and economise largely. Probably
they will be compelled to devise some means
of raising tmore revenue in the State. They
have had to take over a deficit of £5T,O00
as at the 30th June last, and during the
months of July and August the debit has in-
creased materially. Including last year's
deficit, Ministers now have an adverse bal-
ance of something over a million sterling.
As a consequence of the financial situationi
operations have slackened and there is
great difficulty in finding work for the un-
employed. The decrease in revenue is trace-
able to the world-wide depression and fall-
ing prices. A primary producing State
like Western Australia suffers heavily from
those causes. In wheat, wool and dairy pro-
ducts we naturally have lost heavily. Two
outstanding questions face the Government
-finance and unemployment, I believe
Ministers are making every effort to deal
with both of them. The financial position
in this State and also in the Commonwealth
has been ex-haustively dealt with by previous
speakers. I do not intend to dwell on that
aspect. In my opinion our Premier fol-
lowed the right and only course in agreeing
to the balancing of budgets when hie at-
tended the MIelbourne conference. It will
be highly difficult for him to balance his
Budget. I think he hardly realised at the
time he made the agreement the condition
into which the finances were drifting. If
stress of circumstances should compel him
to go further afield in raising revenue, we
should all show willingness to make some
sacrifice. We must maintain the credit of

our State, and therefore we should set the
public an example in economising. I have
carefully read the report furnished by Sir
Otto Niemeyer, in which he pointed out the
need for economy, togeOther with increased
production and efficiency. I recognise that
the desired end cannot be obtained without
mnaking- sacrifices, not oniy by members of
Parliament but by all sections of the corn-
inunity. Parliament should set an example,
as has been done in the Eastern States
already, by agreeing to a reduction in Par-
liamientary allowances. The reduction should
be oil a sliding scale, starting with those in
receipt of the higher salaries and decreasing
in scale down to the lower-paid officials. It
must be remembered that we require money
not only for the development of the State,
but we have n enormous amount of interest
to pay. Sacrifices are demanded in the
direction I have indicated not only by the
different States but by the Commonwealth
as well. Sir Otto Niemeyer pointed out that
the fortune of the whole was the fortune of
the part, and that if the part failed, the
whole failed too. That is very true. it
teaches us that if one part of the Common-
wealth fails, Australia itself will fail; if
one section of the community fails, all will
fail. Therefore it is the duty of each and
all of us to put our shoulders to the wheel
and do everything possible to remove the
present-day depression. I can foresee that
failure to emerge from our present difficul-
tics will tend to create renter distress than
we have encountered so far and hardships
that will be difficult to overcome. It will
also throw hack the development of Western
Australia considerably. On the other hand,
by exercising our best energies, we should
gradually get back to normal conditions..
The Loan Council stressed the necessity for
decreasing loan expenditure considerably.
The severe financial stringency is respon-
sible for that decision, and we c annot blame
the banks nor yet individuals for the posi-
tion. The various Governments of Aus-
tralia must take the blame upon themselves
for their reckless borrowing and expendi-
ture. That has a great deal to do with the
creation of the financial depression. In re-
cent years loan funds have been spent in
this State at the rate of £4,1000,000 per an-
num. That expenditure might seem enor-
mous at first glance, but when wre appreciate
the huge extent of the area we have to de-
velop, it will be seen that our borrowings
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do not represent so much compared with the
total loans floated in the Eastern States.
Both the Commonwealth and the Eastern
States bave borrowed more heavily than has
Western Australia. If loan funds had been
spent only upon reproductive work, we
would be in a much better position than that
which we occupy to-day. rUfortunately a
lot of that money has not been used in that
direction. I understand that the loan money
available for Western Australia this year
will amount to £E1,750,000. That is very
little to spend on the development of our
State and on providing employment for
men now out of work. At such a Lime as
the present, we are prompted to think of the
experience of the early settlers in Western
Australia. In those days the pioneers did
not have the money, conveniences or assist-
ance we hare to-day. fa many instances
they were without food, and depended on
what they could shoot or catch for long
periods. MVost of the food supplies in those
day, were imported from overseas. When
we compare the luxuries of to-day -with the
hardships of the past, it is a wonder to me
that more men are not going on the land to
make a living for themselves and their de-
pendants. It is -within the last few years
only, comparatively speaking, that we have
been able to product, sufficient wheat for OUr

own consumption and for the export trade
as well. That gives hon. members a little
idea of what the pioneers had to contend
with. They set a flne example of courage,
one that we could well follow in these days.
Those early settlers displayed dogged per-
severance and energy that led finally to suc-
cess. They did not work 44 hours a wveek;
they worked long hours each day, and right
through the week. The unemployment prob-
lem in Western Australia is a difficult one
to tackle, but this State is not the only coun-
try where that difficulty obtains. The same
conditions are reported in the Eastern
States and overseas. Great Britain has
over 2,000,000 unemployed. Not only in
Great Britain but in Europe and even in
that wealthy country, the tinied States of
America, similar troubles are causing grave
concern. In fact unemployment seems to be
one of the greatest problems the world hasi
to tackle to-day. In the "West Australian"
of the 10th September there appeared an
article headed "'Unemployment" in whichi it
was shown how high taxation may he a con-
tributing cause to the creation ofl'that evil.

The views were expressed in the follow-ing
extract in the "West Australian"-

Addressin~g thle meeting of the British As-
soriation for the Advancement of Science at
Bristol, Professor Henry ('lay, Economic Ad-
viser to the Bank of Enigland, said that the
total tax burden, allowing for the change in
the value of moue 'y, was at present as high
as in the year of heaviest taxation during
the war. Hligh taxation affected unemploy-
weat mainly by reducing the amount that
could be applied from profits to the expansion
of profitable businesses. The flow of new
capital necessary for industrial expansion was
being tapped at the source by income tax, sur-
tax, and estate duties. Whereas before the
war only Is 2d., or at the most Is. 8d. in the
piind was directed to the Exchequer, to-day
from 5Ss. to 9s. in thle pound was thuis diverted.

A paper by Professor Gregory (of the Lon-
don University), who accompanied Sir Otto
NXiemne ver to Australia) dealing with rational-
is;ation and unemploynicat, was read. It con-
templated a future in which the members of
unemployed would normally be greater than
in the past. Labour, in the changing condi-
tions, must be more mobile. Growing pr oduc-
tivity gave societ 'y a margin with which to
adjust conditions. This margin was the source
front which unemployment must be reliceved.

Authorities such as these have poixited out
that it was largely owing to heavy taxation
that the trouble has been caused. In West-
ern Australia particularly, high taxation has
been a contributing factor in thef high cost
of production. When speaking during the
present debate, Mr. Lovelcin alluded to dif-
ficulties that had arisen througmh the intro-
duction of machinery. Think of the trae-
eors, motor cars and machinery for use on

a farm! Those con veniences have reduced
the labour employed to a -r(,nt extent.
Think of what can he done by a reaper and
binder or a harvester! One man can 'now
do what formerly 10 or 15 men were re-
quired to accomplish. When I -was a boy
T rememnber that we bad to plough the land
with a single-furrow plough, reap the
corn with a sickle, and after using the
scythe cutting bay we had to cart tha
sheaves away and thrash with the flail.
Dozens of men were employed on a farm
in those days. The introduction of
up-to-date machinery has lightened farming
work so much that it is not now necessary
to employ many men at all. I should
imagine there are other wanlks in life that
men so displaced could follow if inclined.
In the South-West Province there is some
of the finest dair-yingr country to be found
anywhere in the world. We have most fav-
ourable climatic conditionsi and an a-ssured
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rainfall. With these advantages I cannot
understand why any man engaging in that
work cannot make a success of it. Not far
away from existing railways there are
thousands of acres awaiting development.
Certainly the greater part of the area I
refer to has been taken up by different
people, but the Government would be wise
if they resumed some of it. I believe much
of the land could be secured at a reason-
able price and then the Government could
put men on that area engaged on clearing
work for land settlement. I am pleased that
the Government are putting men on the land,
although it is rather far away at Nornalup
and Denmark. Still the Government are
on the right track when they send men out
to develop the country and endeavour to
make homes for themselves. In the dis-
tricts affected, settlers can produce nearly
everything they require for their own con-
sumption after the first two or three years.
While group settlement has not proved the
success we had hoped, largely owing to the
fact that there has been too much spoon
feeding, I cannot see why the settlers should
not make a good living on their farms after
being there for two or three years. The
dairying industry is making rapid progress.

Hon. J. Nicholson: And may be the gal-
vation of Western Australia.

Hon. E. ROSE: That is what I have
been pointing out for a number of years.
When we remember our wonderful climate
and assured rainfall, and consider what
dairy farmers have to contend with in
Europe and Canada, where they have to
stall iced the stock ard keep them under
cover for several months of the year,
and yet make a good living, we must
appreciate the advantages possessed
by dairy farmers in Australia-God's
own country. Here we have the sun
that assists us in our production; whore
there is warmth there must be growth.
so long as we do not have too much of the
summer sun. But in the South we have one
of the most equable climates, and so we
should all he able to make good livings. Air.
Lovekin, referi-ng to unemployment, made
it very clear that some other method will
have to he found to provide work for the
workless. I am inclined to think with Mr.
Lovekin that where one set of men ara taken
from one job, they certainly should he found
work iii some other walk of life. The fer-
tility of the South-West is recognised by

all who have travelled Australia. We have
there a most adequate rainfall, and the
dairying industry is making rapid strides,
as will be seen by these figures'- Dining the
four months ended August-April is the
close of the financial year for the butter fac-
tories of the South-West-1,03,465 lbs. of
butter were produced, whereas in 1929 the
figures were 743,208 lbs. So it will be seen
that there in an increase of 337,187 lbs. It
gives some idea of the rapid progress being
made. Again, in 1920, only 134 tons were
produced, whereas in 1930 the figure rose
to 1,483 tons. And, thus far, the country
is only being scratched, for one can travel
through miles and mile of undeveloped
areas. In 1920 the amount paid to our
farmers for their cream was £22,624, where-
as in 1930 -the amount reached £224,261.
That money circulating in the South-West
must go a long way towards assisting de-
velopment and finding work for people who
otherwise would be unemployed. There are
many other industries that might be tacled
in the South-West, for the dairy farmer
goes in for mixed fanning, including p;g-
raising, fruit-growing and potato-growi.
In the past far too much money has been
sent out of Western Australia every year
for dairy produce, so we can get
some idea of the opening there is for
farmers to make a start and get rexidy
sales for their produce at their doors. A
good many of our railways run throu~h un-
developed country. The Government have
the power of resuming the adjacent lad if
necessary. Some hundreds of thousands of
acres within reasonable distance of existing
lines should be developed. I hope the Gov-
ermnent will take that into consideration
and devise means of acquiring that ]and.
Now that they have power to resume it
under the Closer Settlement Act, it would
be wise to put that Act into operation. The
only means to be adopted to preserve the
manhood of the unemployed is to settle
them on the land. Nothing can be more
depressing than to see the number of young
men, strong, healthy men, seeking- employ-
ment but unable to secure it. 1 do aot
agree with some that are downhearted. They
drop their bundle, as the saying is. I think
that by careful administration and economy
Western Australia will not be long before
she is on her feet again. I know that the
present Government intend to use their best
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endeavours to straighten uip the finances and aldton hiarbour there is not sufficient water
to find work for the unemployed. A numn-
ber of members have spoken on the posi-
tion of the finances. Several of us saw
this depression Coming some years ago. I
myself On the 17th August, 1927, brought
up the subject in the House. iMy remarks
are reported in "Hansard" as follows:-

III Ju ne, 1923, the publ ic indebtedness
throughout Australia was £90,3,484,946, in.
valving the paymnent of an annual interest bill
Of approximately £46,500,000. That is an en-
oniona figurv. 'three years later the national
debt was increasedl by E108,272,115, making
a total indebtedness of £:1,013,7537,061, with a
co118eq1ut intercst bill of over £,51,500,000
per annuml. WVhen we conme to consider that
the population of Australia is under seven
millions we commence to realise what a won-
derful people we -ale, seeing that we can shoul-
der sueh a heavy financial burden. Truly it
is time that the Prime M3inister looked into
the financial position and put a stop to the
rash borrowing that has been going on. if
we w'ere to continue at the rate experienced
in reet years, it would not be long before
the chickens amule home to roost. As it is,
unless great care is exercised we shall hav'e a
financial crash as sure as we are discussing
this problem to-night. That crash will be in-
evitable if recicless borrowing is to continue.
rt is high time sonmething was done.

lion. J. Nicholson: That was your fore-
cast.

Hon, E. ROSE: Yes, and it has come
true. A number of members have spoken
in the same strain this year. lIn 1027 Mr.
Lovekin and Sir William Lathlain both
spoke strongly on the finiancial posi-
tion, and I followed. So a number of
members of this House could see it
coming, and if the Prime Ministev
and the State Premiers had only taken
warning in those days, we should not be in
the unhappy position we find ourselves in
to-day. Unfortunately, Australia has b or-
row-ed a great deal of money, axid not all
of it has been turned to good account. A
lot of it has been spent recklessly. In the
province I represent developments are tak-
ing- lace and our exports are increasing
considerably. Mr. Wempton the other night
quoted Geraldton as an instance of increased
wheat production. Not only have we in the
South-West increased production of wheat,
but in nearly all other lines of production
we are nicking rapid strides. We have had
little or no money spent on our harbour
accommodation of late years. Mr. Kemp-
ton remarked the other night that in (icr-

to permait of the loading and unloading of
the vessels coming to the wharf. I sympa-
thise with him, because we all know that
unless there is sufficient water the boats axe
put to great expense in going to Fremantle
or some other port to top up. Geraldtou cer-
tainly is worthy of a good harbour, for the
hinterland warrants the expenditure. So, too,
with Bunbury. The Bunbury harbour is
silting up. We have not sufficient water to
load and unload big boats. We expect in
the near future--I think next week-our
first ship of phosphatic rock to arrive. Un-
less we have something done to our harbour
we shall shortly be in trouble. Certainly we
have a long jetty and it is well protected by
the breakwater, but something will have to
be done there before long. Last year 12-3
vessels entered the port, their gross tonnage
being 489,922, while the cargo handled ag-
gregated 275,412 tons. It gives some idea
of the shipping being done at that port.
Our imports axe not so great as are those
of Geraldtou, but our exports are very sat-
isfactoty. In hardwood timber last year
we sent away 110,591 loads, of Collie coal
14,926 tons, and of wheat 68,728 tons. Since
the 30th Junie this has been increased up
to nearly 100,000 tons. Of general cargo
wye exported only 533 tons. Our imports
for 1930 aggregated 5,101 tons. That low
figure is easily accounted for, because imn-
ports for the town and district are usually
landed at Frenmantle and railed to Bunbury,
and so we do not get credit for them in the
harbour returns. We imported 1,588 head
of cattle and 1,911 sheep. I think those
figures warrant a little more being done to
the harbour than has been done in recent
years. Such splendid protection does the
breakwvater afford that there is xery little
range in the hiarbouri, and ves~els may safely
lie at the jetty. The breakwater has a
length of 5,000 feet. When we have the
fertiliser works in fall operation at Picton
Junction we shall be receiving through the
port immense quantities of phosphatic rock.
That will necessitate a tremendous lot of works
being done in the harbour and on the rail-
ways. We shall require to have improve-
mnents effected to our railways in order
to carry all that material to its destina-
tion. A great many country centres will
have to be seirved, and unless we have our
raways in order we shall be in some trouble.
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I suggest, as previous members have done,
that we should dispose of all our State
trading concerns including saw mills, brick
works, implement works, ferries, tramways,
electricity supply, water suppiy, sewer~age
undertaking, quariies and hotels. it is
wrong, that the Obvernment should be run-
ning beer shops.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They have paid well.

Hon. E. ROSE: So have the brickworks
and some of the other concerns. When we
consider the value of the land on which the
hotels are located, the rentals that the Gov-
ernment should be receiving, the rates and
taxes wvhich should be produced, the wages
that are paid to employees by cheques not
bearing stamps and all other outlays to
which. private enterprise is subject, they
must be incurring a heavy loss. It is not
the duty of the Government to engage in
trading in opposition to private enterprise.
Schemes such a the tramways, ferries, elec-
tricity supply, water supply and sewerage
should be, as 'Mr. Franklin pointed out,
under a metropolitan board of works. 1
believe the Government could save consider-
able expense if th~ey handed over those util-
ities to a trust or to the council and devoted
their time to administering the affairs of
the State. It is quite right that railways,
posts and telegraphs should be controlled
by the Government. In the olden days when
travelling stock by road, it was neces.
sary to have reserves on which to
c-amp. To-day there is little necessity
for travelling stock. Yet these reservesa
are still retained. The Government
would be wvise to dispose of many
of them, because they are not used and are
only breeding grounds for vermin. I am
pleased that the Government are unciortak-
ing a coinprehicsivc scheme of irrigation and
draining at Harvey. It shows their confi-
denee in the South-West that they are pre-
pared to assist development in that way. It
shows that they recognise the value of the
land. Irrigation makes possible mixed
farming the whole year round. We have
a long dry season in the summer, and irriga-
tion is necessary that the work of produc-
tion may be carried on without interrup-
tion. I hope the work at Harvey will be
the forerunner of several other schemes.
Under the existing scheme 4,000 or 5,000
armes have been irrigated, and the number oC
families making a living on those areas may

be judged from the fact that 250 children
are attending the local school. There art
dozens of areas like that between Perth
and Bridgetowvn and Busselton, where the
water could be conserved and used for irri-
gation. I hope the Government will con-
tinue this work and that settlers will appre-
ciate what is being done lor theta and put
their shoulders to the wheel. I am sorry
I did nel bear Ifr. Miles's speech, but I
was glad to learn that he had spoken about

Collit! coal. There is no doubt it is a met-
ier thAt should be investigated. I hope a
R~oyal Commission will be appointed to in-
quire into the whole of the contracts and
the suitability of the various coals for rail-
way purposes. Being an interested party,
I do not wish to say much more on the sub-
ject. I have read the file carefully, and I
agree with Mr. Miles that the matter should
be investigated by a Boysl Commission.
Whatever assistance I can give will be given
iin order that the question may he settled
once for all.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You are satisfied
there is nothing to hide.

Hon. E. ROSE: As far as I am con-
cerned, there is nothing to hide. 1 anm pre-
pared to give a Royal Commission all the
assistance I possibly can. The cost of pro-
duction should be investigated and the ques-
tion of wvhich coal is most suitable for rail-
way purposes should, be decided. 'Many
statements have been made and some of
those in the reports of Mr. Howe have been
disputed, but until a Royal Commission does
investigate the matter, the question will not
be settled. I have pleasure in supporting
the motion.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [8.51J: 1
wish to endorse the remarks of the pre-
vious speakers in welcoming new members
and with regard to the death of -Mr. Brown,
who was a great friend of mine. When my
time conies, I hope I shall face the end with.
the smie fortitude and courage as he ,dis-
played. It is pleasing to hear that the Clerk
of Parliaments has taken a turn for the
better, and we all hope he will soon be in
his place ag-ain. I hope also that Mr. Cor-
nell will speedily he restored to health. Dur-
ing the debate not one speaker has referiM
to the effect of the depression on the chl-
(hen of the community. In mny opinion
the depression will have its greatest vffect
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on the children who are now at school-leav-
ing age. What mnust be the thoughts of the
teachers at the boys' schools regarding the
boys who are leaving- this year? The teach-
ers, the Government and the public must
know that it is utterly impossible to platev
them in tradesi. The iuaijority of them are
bound to become labourers, possibly casual
labourers. Whether it is the fault of Gov-
ernmeats or of the people, one thing is cer-
tain that the children in the long run wIll
be the greatest suifferers, In the metropol-

itnarea we see large numbers of boys loaf -
ing about the streets, and this impels me to
soy that. the Government should introduce
legislation to raise the schtool-leaving age to
15 or 16. The boys and girls, but especialty
the boys, if idle after leaving school, soon
deteriorate, and the enforced idleness must
have a bad and lasting effect on them.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Remember the reply
Mr. Drew made to you on the same subject.

Hon. FE. H. GRAY: Two years or more
ago I made a candid criticism of the cost to
the Education Department of driving chil-
dren to school. Mr. Drew made some dras-
tic alterations, and reduced the amount con.-
siderably. According to the departmental
report the increase last year was 9991.
Having regard to the state of the finances
nnd the general condition of the schools; in
the State. the Minister should make a draVie
cut of the £E12,000 which was the cost of
driving children to school last year.

Hon. V. Hamcrslev: Would you have no
children in the country going to scbool?

Hon. B. H. GRAY:- Many of the schools.
are deficient in things that should be pro-
vided by the Government. Last year only
C2,646 was spent on furniture, apparatus,
etc., for primary schools. It is a very small
amount considering that the primary schools
have an average attendance of 47,000 chil-
diren. A -reduction of the amount for driving
is overdue.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Surely you are not
in favour of denying privileges to country
children as against the town children!

Hon. R. H. GRAY: The basis on whichb
the driving allowance is paid should he 0l-
tered. T1 have discussed the matter before
in this Hoiue. The basis of payment is
wrong. Wherever there is organisation in
the shape of a motor bus or~ motor car that
could pick up a big load of children, tho
expenditure is well meprited.

Hon. V. Hamersley: It saves building an-
ether school.

Hon. E, H. GRAY: I have no ohjecti'Pn
to the system so long as it is well organised.
The trouble is that in many instances it
does not help the poor farmer, but it does,
help die man ini moderately good circum-
stances, and it is time the system 'was al-
tered. I knew a farmer who had to travel
15 miles to and 15 miles from the schoeol
daily.

Rota. C. B. Williams:- That is not fair.
lon. E. H. GRAY: He was receiving is.

per day, and had to feed two horses. A
well-to-do-farmer was living just outside
the prescribed walking distance from the
sihool. He had an old horse and buggy and
eight children, and was receiving 4s. per
day for travelling less than six miles. The
expenditure on driving allowances 'will in-
crease unless it is carefully watched. I1 am
strongly against the system, and I am ccc-
tamn the expenditure could be reduced by at
least £6,000. Seeing that hundreds of boys
in the metropolitan area, through no fault
of their own, have to walk bare-footed to
school, and are often very hungry, I sug-
gest that £6,000 he taken from the driving
allowances and devoted to the purchase of
milk for the children of unemployed in the
metropolitan schools. It would be money
well spent.

Hon. V. Hamnersley: And drive the people
out of the country into the town.

Hon. E. 11. GRAY: The ex-Minister madle
a stipulation that assistance was not to be
given to any farmer who was in receipt of a1
gross income exceeding £400. That limit
could be reduced considerably. No matter-
how bad the times may he, he is a poor old
farmer that cannot provide a better bill of
fare for himself and his family than any
average well-to-do middle-class, family of the
metropolitan areas enjoys.

Hon. C. H. Wittenoom: You had better
go to some of the farms in the backblocks.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I have been through
the mill, and I always had a good table, If
a farmer cannot provide a decent standard
of living, he is not worth the name of a
farmer. Even on poor land he could grow
enough to provide a decent table.

Hon. V. Hamercdey: Why did you leave
the land.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Because there was
better tucker to be had in the town.
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Hon. R. H. GRAY: Yes. We know the
present low price of -wheat. Experts say
that it Will continue low for many years to
come, that Russia and other countries will
be able to keep the price down, Farmers
and their representatives should therefore
suggest some other way whereby people
on the land can augment their means of
livelihood. I suggest that attention should
be turned to the flax-growing industry. In
1917 there was a very serious shortage of
flax in the world, and the commodity stood
at a tremendous price.

Hon. If. Seddon: What rainfall do you
require 1

Ron. B. H. GRAY: I will come to that
later. The Commonwealth Government en-
dleavoured to encourage farmers to take on
the planting of linseed. A commencement
was made in Tasmania and also in Victoria,
but very little headway resulted, chiefly he-
cause' of the high price at which wheat then
Stood. It was natural that farmers should
seek the best means to make money, and
that was the reason why the flax-growing
industry made but little progress. I findl
in the year books that a paragraph appears
with monotonous regularity showing that the
flax industry has made the same amiount of
progress each year for the last eight years.
They state that the Commonwelth Govern-
mnent endeavoured to encourage the estab-
lishment of the industry, but that practic-
allyV nO headway was made.

-Eon. J. Nicholson: I thought something
was being done in New Guinea.

Hn. V. Y1. CRAY: Linseed can he gr-own
in any part where wheatt can he grown. It
was tried out in 1928 on the MI-erradin State
Farm, where a good crop was obtained with
a 7-inceh rainfall. I have here a cutting
dealing with the linseed grown on that State
farm. It is as follows:-

The reference to the Plot of flax in the re-
port of the Merredia State Farm last week
should be carefullyv noted by farmers. It will
he recalled that in this column at seeding
time the point was stressed that while flax
growing for fibre cannot yet be advocated as
an industry, every farmer keeping Stock
should grow an acre or so of flax to produce
linseed. It was stated -with emphasis that lin-
seed can be grown throughout the agricul-
tural areas wherever wheat thrives, and its
value as a supplementary food for cattle,
horses, Pigs, calves and stud sheep was pointed
out. The success in growing the crop in Mer-
redin should induce farmers to arrange in
time for a plot-next season.

1 have a report about the flax industry front
an expert named Mr. Moore Robinson, man-
aging director of the Flax Corporation of
Australia, Ltd., and it is as follows-

le visited Victoria, and indicated that the
flax industry after many years of experiment
and trial was itow firmly established in Tas-
muania. Three years agp Tasmanian farmers
had grown seven acres. In the next year the
area was increased to 89 acres. Last year the
product of 12.5 acres was harvested, and so
satisfted w~ere farmers with flax that this year
they had entered into contracts with the flax
corporations to grow over 1,600 acres. Even
this area, Mr. M1oore Robinson stated, could
have been largely iacreased had sufficient sup-
plies of suitable flax seed been available. The
corporation would permit the use of only the
highest quality pedigree flax seed by farmers
contracting to grow for it. Arrangements
were being completed for financing the corpor-
ation on- a. large scale. The flax corpor-
ation intended not merely to produce flax fibre
Within the Commonwealth, but to manufac-
ture the fibre into fabrics for which there was
a large demand within the Commonwealth.

li1on. J. Nicholson: What variety of flax
is suggested?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It is not stated.
Fully a million and a half pounds worth of
llia products are imported into the Com-
mnonwealth each year. After the war, the
British Government sent soldiers to Fast
Africa to grow- flax for filbre. While the
price was high, fartners in Great Britain
and Ireland made a lot of mooney out of the
business. The proposition is. a feasible one,
and the ( 4overnrnent should make a full in-
quiry with a view to starting the industry
here. T believe the Commonwealth Govern-
ment have offered a bounty of £20,000 under
f-ertain conditions. This amount could be
increased as the occasion demnanded, seeing-
that the plant can be grown for seed in any*
part of the State where wheat can be
grown. It can also be grown for fibre on
the group settlements in the wetter districts.
One could foresee the time w'hen many
plants would be erected for treatment of the
fibre in the main centres of our agricultural
districts, and to foresee the time when cen-
tral plants would he erected in Fremantle
for the manufacture of by-products, Suich as
oil-cake for stock. The question is well
worthy of consideration at the hands of the
Government. The average farmer one meets
has a very doleful tale to tell about the price
of wheat. With flax, which can be grown
anywhere that wheat can be grown, in the
dry areas for seed, and in the wetter areas
for fibre, nothing whatever is wasted. Every
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hit of the plant can be made use of. The
Government should appoint an expert and
the necessary encouragement should be given
to our agriculturists to lay out plots during
the ensuing season,

Hon. W, T. Glasheen: flow is it liar-,
rested ?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: With the ordinary
harvester. In the wetter areas, where the
plant could be grown for fibre, the principal
product would be the fibre itself. This
could be exported to compete in the mnarkets
of the world, so the experts say.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Do you think
it could compete with Russian flax?

Hlon. E. HE. GRAY: I ubaderstand it could
compete with flax from any part of the
world. This industry, so the experts; say,provides a good opening for small farmers
to engage in, instead of wheat growing.
Seeing that a million and a half pounds'
worth of flax products are brought into the
Commonwealth each year, the propostion
should be a good one to investigate on be-
half of our farmers.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I believe that about
20 years ago a man came out here and went
into the matter himself.

Hon. W. H. K~itson: We did not grow
wheat then to any extent.

Hon. J. Nicholson: He was advocating
the growth of flax here.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: At the time -when
flax was being advocated as a, profitable
plant to grow, the price of wheat was about
8s, a bushel. We can understand why more
attention was not paid to the production of
linseed. Now that the price of wheat is so
low, we must look around to -see what other
things can be grown to take its place. I
wish now to say something about the prison
administration. After bein g for six years a
member of the Indeterminate Sentences
Board, for some reason that I have not been
given, the present Government thought fit
to dispense with my services. They gave
mue no opportunity to say goodbye to my
colleagues with whom I had been working
for six years. I claim that the members of
the board have done a certain amount of
good. I was the only member of
the board who was not paid. Com-
mon courtesy and decency should recognise
the principle of giving a man a reasonable
opportunity, in work of this nature, to finish
up his activities and retire as gracefully as
possible, which T would have done.

Hu. W, H. Kitson: For whom did they
sack you?,

Hon. E. H. GRAY: For Brigadier Dale
of the Salvation Army, a very fine fellow.
I was rather hurt over the ]aatter. It seemed
extraordinary that 1, as a member of Parlia-
ment, should be retired on tlhe excuse that
the Government had decided that a member
of Parliament should not be a member of
the board.

Hon. E. H. Harris: You should have
joined the Army.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I certainly received
a nice letter from the Chief Secretary. He
statted that owing to the partial judicial na-
ture of the duties of the hoard, the Govern-
mnent had decided that it was in the best
interests of its members and the country
that Parliamentarians should not -be ap-
pointed to that board.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Were you not thanked
for y.%our services'!

Hon. E. HI. GRAY: The Chief Secretary
said it had been decided not again to ap-
point a member of parliament to duties of
that character. It was a 'cry nice letter,
and 1 was thanked for inw services, and so
on.

Hon. Sir Williama Lathlain: Was that not
at courteous way to deal with the matter?

Hon, E. H. CRAY: It was all done so
suddenly. I would not do things in that
way were I in that position. If that was
the reason for the action taken, it appears
from1 recent events that the Government are
not very consistent. During the last four
years the hoard was subjected to vigor~us
criticism in the columns of the Press. One
organisation charged the members of the
hoard with the murder of at police sergeant.
It was said the board wvas responsible: and we
had to put up a vigorous defence in the
Press. Although the board was not respon-
sible in anly way for the unfortunate hap-
pening, it had the effect of crippling its
activities to such an extent that it has hardly
yet recovered from the effects. The board i.,
given very wide powers under the control of
the Controller and not of the 'Minister. The
incident I refer to practically erippica the
hoard.

Honl. Sir William Lathlain: That was
not during the life of the present Govern-
nient.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The National Gov-
ernment brought down the Bill which be-
came the Act.
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lon. Sir Williama Lathlain: I refer to
the occurrence at Narrogin.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I was referring to
the sergeant who was murdered by Kelly.
It had an effect upon the activities of the
Board, because it showed that the public
were not prepiared for the advanced legis-
lation provided in the Act. The Govern-
ment were not prepared to allow the board
to function in accordance with the Act gov-
erning it. As mentioned in the Press, it
showed the necessity for amending the Act.
In my opinion, the Indeterminate Sentences
Act should be amended by abolishing that
part dealing with habitual criminals, and
placing them under the control of a judge.
The act provides that the board should deal
with two classes of prisoners, the reforma-
tory prisoners who are mostly young men,
and the habitual criminals whom no refor-
matory legislation could possibly help. A
heavy responsibility was placed upon mem-
hers of the board to determine whether or
not the time had arrived to recommend the
release of an habitual criminal. I am satis-
fied after my long association with the board
that is is an unfair burden to place upon
members, and that the fate of those men
who have lived more years in gaol than
out of it should be within the control
of a judge of the Supreme Court
who should he asked to shoulder the respon-
sibility of releasing prisoners. As to re-
formatory prisoners, in my opinion the Act
should be amended so as to place the con-
trol of the board in the hands of the Minis-
ter. The Act provides that the board shall
recommend the release of prisoners to the
controller, who has the right to say whether
a man shall be released or not. In ordinary
proceduue, no doubt the controller would re-
port to the Minister; but the Act gives the
controller absolute control of the refornma-
tory prisoners. He can either agree or dis-
agree with the board's recommendation. In
practice it works out that an unfortunate
occurrence like that which happened to a
police sergeant makes the controller conserv-
ative and oven frightened. The effect of
that ocurrence was to put the controller in
sole charge. In fact, the members of the
board themselves got a little scare. As they
were not in close contact with the Minis-
ter, the good effects of the Act upon young
offenders were nullified. I have to make a
complaint about the manner in which the
present Government have treated the lade-
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terminate Sentences Board. During the six
years of the previous Government, the Min-
ister did not interfere with any prisoner
placed under the board's control. No in-
stance can be found where the previous Gov-
ernment took the work out of the hands of
the board and released a prisoner. During
the short space of time the present Govern-
ment have been in power, they have abso-
lutely overruled the board by releasing two
men convicted of serious offences. I want
to ventilate the matter, because if the Min-
ister or the Government are going to take
over prison administration and release pri-
soners at will, it is as well to repeal the
Act under which the Indeterminate Sen-
tences Board function. As a matter of fair-
ness I shall refrain from mentioning the
names of the two prisoners concerned.
Though the previous Government, during
their six years of office, never once attempted
to interfere with the board, the present Gov-
erment promptly released one man whose
application had been absolutely turned down
by the hoard. His sentence was five years.
He was sentenced on the 2nd August, 1927,
and released on the 2nd August, 1930, hav-
ing served three years of his sentence of
five years. Now, here is the point: such a
case absolutely upsets the prison, unaer-
'Mines the authority of the superintendent,
ridicules the work of the board, and holds
up the whole system to contempt. I can
quote instances, where young men have been
penalised for being good men. One young
man was sentenced to five years for embez-
zlement. He became a good tradesman in
the gaol. He should have been released at
least 18 months before he was in fact liber-
ated. He rendered good service. He was
well educated. Both in the prison and on
the farm he did everything possible to assist
the administration. Yet he had to serve
practically every minute of his sentence,
with the exception of the remission allowed
by the regulations. There were other young
men who were entitled to be released; but
they were given to understand that the prison
farm was started with the object of letting
men work out their destiny in good sur-
roundings, with good food, and with plenty
of work to keep them in good condition. It
wvas n unwritten law that the farm should
be given a good trial, and it wvas considered
that the men on it, being well looked after,
should work out their release. The farm
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was a place set aside for good prisoners.
During the year seven prisoners have been
released-four first offenders and one second
offender.

Hon. G. Fraser: How many got away
from the farm?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Only one, I think.
Two escaped, hut one was recaptured. When
the Government step in to release men be-
cause they happen to have powerful friends
who approach Minister, the work of the
board is undermnined, and so is that of the
superintendent. In the first case there was
no reason why the man should not serve
his sentence alongside the younger prison-
ers. He was of fair age, and considering
the position of trust he had held he was only
undergoing fair punishment for the seri-
ous offence he had committed, It is a scan-
dal that a man with powverful friends can
get released in defiance of the board. I
hope that no such unfortunate happening
will occur again during the existence of the
present Government.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Can you say that the
board did not recommennd his release?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The board absolutely
turned down his application twice, on the
ground that no reasonable case had been pit
up by him. His age and his profession
were not such as to enable him to render
services on the prison farmi or in gal as
younger men do. The board have heen made
a laughing stock, and so have the Govern-
ment. Justice has been made a laughing
stock. That is the effect when men without
friends have to stop in gaol, while men
with powerful friends are released. Thank
God a Labour Government would never do
a thing like that! The second case is that
of a young man who was sentenced to three
years in March of 1929 and released in July
of this year. That case is in a different
category from the others.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That man served 16
months.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: He had been sen-
tenced to three years, and he was not re-
leased by the board. The point is that under
the Act every prisoner has a rizht to apply
to be placed in a reformatory prison, where
he receives special treatment and special
food, living and sleeping apart from habit-
ual criminals. He algo gets increased pay.
Any man receiving- such treatment should
respond in such a way as to be able, upon

leaving prison, to fight his way up again
into public trust and confidence. I can
state definitely that the Labour Government
never interfered with the operations of the
hoard.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Did you say the
Labour Government had never let prisoners
out before their time!

Hon. E. H. GRAY: No. I said the Lab-
our Government never released any pris-
ouers without the concurrence of the hoard.
Although the er-Minister for Justice (M1r.
Willeock) was repeatedly approached by
powerful deputations, he absolutely refused
to interfere with the operations of the
board; and in that he showed good judg-
ment. The present Government have not
followed his example, and the results have
been disastrous to the younger prisoners,
wvho became callous when they saw one-eyed
justice meted out.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Are you sure the hoard
did not make some recommendation?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I am certain they
did not. They were not even consulted.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Were you a member
of the board at the time?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: No. A prisoner was
released without the board knowing any-
thing about it. That is the point. Thle
board, in fact, were greatly surprised.

Hon. C. R3. Williams: Does that explain
why you got the sackl

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I am absolutely
against the proposed sale of State utilities,
especiall ,y the imiplenlent works and the tim-
hor mills.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Those are not utili-
ties.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Well, State unde-
takings, State businesses, such as hotels,
mills, and shipping.

Hon. .1. Nicholson: State trading1 cont-
cerns.

Hon. E. H. GIIAY:Yes
Hon. Sir Willame Lathlnin: Why did you

not reinstate the butchers' shops?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It would have been
a vood thin--. T would like to he the inana-
"cv of one. Having regard to the condition
of Western Australia, the Governmclnt
should bend every effort to make thle imple-
ment works a flourisbing, concern. I am
not going to admit that the undertaking- has
failed in the paqt, hut I say that now of
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all times it should be able to produce mach-
inJery and prove of great use to Werster
Australia while returning a profit to the
Government. There has never been such an
opportunity as the present for the develop-
ment of the State implement works. The
farmers, if they know their business and
are alive to the necessities of the State,
will stand behind the Government and the
unions in making the works a big concern
turninw out Western Australian machinery
for Western Australian farmers. The drills
and ploughs which the works produced could
not be bettered inside or outside Australia.
In harvesters, unfortunately, the works have
-not been able to compete successfully.
However, when this opportunity is offering,
when the Commonwealth Government have
taken drastic action to prevent the impor-
tation of American machinery, when they
have given a little protection, surely it
would pay the State Government to bring
an expert fromt Victoria or South AuS-
tra.ia in order to have the harvester section
of the business put on a profitable basis,
turning out a machine which would be able
to do the work required by the farmers.

Hon. Sir William Lathinin: Do not you
think a loss of £20,000 in one year is quite
sufficient to condemn the works?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: No. The present
position is so favourable- -

Hon. G. W. Miles; You mean tbat the
Government in power 'will not send their
supporters there to get jobs?

Hon. E. H. C3RAY: If I were in the
Government, no client of the Agricultural
Bank would obtain any implements except
from the State works.

Ron, Sir William Lnthlsin: That is the
only way the works ever got any tade.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The State Implement
Works have suffered just in the same way
as the Albany Woollen Mills and other
Western Australian concerns. People will
not use Western Australian manufactured
articles;, they wvant the imported article.
That is why Albany cloth has to be sent to
the Eastern States, while people in the trade
here ridicule the cloth and do their best to
prevent men from purchasing suits of Al-
bany products. The farmers will not use
iniplementa manufactured at the Stalte works
because they do not think a good article
can he, produced there. The farmer is pre-
pared to take every penny be can get fromt
the Agricultural Bank, hut he is not loyal

enough to support his own State. We talk
about our troubles! Our position has been
created largely because of the disloyalty of
Western Australians themselves. They pret
fer to buy American motor cars, American
harvesters and ploughs, and everything pos-
sible that can be imported from abroad.

Hon. Sir William Lathlam:; Do you not
think that if Yecay established works here,
it would be better for the State?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: He had an opportun-
ity to do so, hut did not.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Because the unions
would not agree to the conditions.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: McKay had 20 years
of gol den opportunity, during which the
development of Westeru &urstralia was tak-
ing place, to establish harvester works in
Western Australia, but failed to do so.

Hon. MW. T. Glasheen: You know why!
Hon. E. ILL GRAY: I do not; I suppose

it pays him better to make the harvesters
in Victoria and dump them in Western Aus-
tralia, just as Jones' jams and other arti-
cles of Eastern manufacture are dumped
here. And Western Australians are fools
enough to sup port those people! There is
one pleasing feature of the present depres-
ainn. It has awakened the husiness people
to the necessity for an endeavour to make
our people support local products. Surely
to goodness. when we have the nucleus of
a good concern, and a protective tariff that
practically shuts out American machinery, it
is reasonable to expect a Government, claim-
ing to he business men, to put their ability
to the test and make those works a success.

Hon. Sir William Lathlgin: You hought
ari insolvent plant to start with, and the
concern has been insolvent ever since.

Hon, E. HT. GRAY: We cannot help the
past.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Would it not be better
if private enterprise had it!

Hon. C. B. Williams: It is because private
enterprise has mueked things up, that we are
in our present position.

Ron. E. H. GRAY: Every horn. member
who spoke about the depression preached a
doleful tale.

Hon. 41. Nicholson: I thought they held
out great hopes.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
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Hon. E. H. GRAY: Several of those who
have spoken gave indications of having read
up the question. When we do read books
dealing with economic problems, it must
force us to the conclusion that there is no
ground for the pannieky behaviour displayed
by many public men at present. We are
going through a period of depression caused,
chiefly, by the Great War; there can be no
doubt on the point.

Hon. Sir William Lathlij: We did not
face our job.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Mr. Seddon made a
very valuable contribution to the debate. I
agreed with much of his speech but dis-
agreed with some of it. His was a splendid
contribution spoilt, I thought, by his ill-
timed references to the attitude of the Lab-
our Party during the war. It is greatly
to the credit of any hon. member, especially
in these days, who undertakes research work,
asq Mr. Seddon did, and I think it most unfor-
tunate that he should have spoilt it by his
allusions to the Labour Party.

]Eon. G. W. Miles: You did not like the
truth; is that the troublef

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Mr. Seddon made
one statement, at ally rare, that was abso-
lutely untrue.

Hon. H. Seddon: What was that?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It was embodied in
the references to the attitude of the Lab-
our Party during the war. Any ref er-
ence to the war along lines that indi-
cate the Allies as absolutely spotless, and
our late enemies all to blame, is merely cal-
culated to sow the seed for future wars.

Hon. G. WV. Miles; Who did that?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Two or three
speakers.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You are reflecting
upon your Deputy Leader in the Legislative
Assembly.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: No.

Hon. 0. W. MNiles: He was the one that
did the damage.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Mr. Seddon even dis-
cussed the attitude of the Labour Party on
the conscription issue.

Hon. G. IV. M.%iles: He was right there.
Hon. C. B. 'Williams: He was wrong.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: 21r. Nicholson paid
a glowing tribute to the Allies. If we con-

sider matters properly, <we must recognise
that Germany and Austria were not respon-
sible for the war. The circumstances that
led to hostilitie were to be found in a com-
bination of events that made war inevit-
able. If we could but spread the propa-
ganda as preached by the Australian, Bri-
tish and Continental Labour Parties with
reference to war, the Great War would never
have taken place, nor would there be wars in
the future. We squabble about £12,000
being spent on driving our youngsters to
school! I 'would be prepared to spend
£12,000 a year in sending our children as
they leave school on a tour of Continental
countries, so that they might understand the
viewpoint of other people ais well as our
own. Surely we do not want our youngsters
to go through the horrible experience of war
every decade or so. Surely we will not de-
lude ourselves regarding the causes of the
trouble. Are we to preach about the glories
of the British Empire and the Allied cause,
well knowing that it was nothing of the
sort? The Germans, Austrians and others
took part in the war against us because they
were dragged into it. We must do our ut-
most to make wvar impossible in the future
by getting the people of the world to come
together.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Hear, hear!
We all agree with that sentiment.

Ron. E. H. GRAY: We must pay greater
attention to our younger people. We should
send them abroad to Germany, Austria,
Russia, and other countries, and by securing
an itcrnational point of view, make war
impossible. I deprecate any attempt by
any public man to glorify the Allied cause.
When we read history, and learn how mil-
lions of me~n suffered horrible consequences
arising out of the clash oF nations, we should
not act in any way likely to make war pos-
sible in the future.

Hon. G. W. Mile.: Who glorified war.'
Hon. E. H. GRAY: Several members

spoke about it.
Hon. G. W. 'Miles: Your Deputy Leader

spoke about it.
Hon. C. B. 'Williams: That Deputy L :ilcr

speaks for himself.
Hon. J. Nicholson: Certainly I did not

glorify war.
Hon. E. H. GRAY: Well, that NVAS liy

impression.
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Hon. J. Nicholson: I am sorry you should
have gained such an idea.

Ron. E. H. GRAY: Every effort should
be made to get the peoples off the world to
compe together so as to understand each
other, and one way of doing that is by travel.
We should develop the work of the League
of Nation;, and if we can create that sort
of spir, we will not have another war.
When Mr. Lovekin can suggesL to us that
war is nearer than most people think, it is
simply horribly to contemplate. We as pab-
lie 11;0a should do everythi ig possible to
prey' nt war.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Well, set an example
in yur own State with youar unions and
get tI~o men back to work.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It is declared by
many writers that prosperity and depres-
sion go in cycles. In proof of that it is
pointed out that such crises occured in 1753,
1763, 1772-73, 1783, 1815, 1825, 1836-39,
1847, 1857, 1866, 18718, 1890. There have
been crises since then, too. As far back as
December, 1867, Mr. John Mills, of Man-
chester, in a paper on "Credit Cycles and
the Origin of Commercial. Panics" said-

ft is an unquestionable fact that about
every tepi ycntrs there occvurs a vast and sud-
den increase in demands on the loan market
followed by, a great revul1sion ald a tenipor-
ary destruetico of c'redit.

For example, in 1876 it is recorded that
there were 3,000,000 persons out of work
in the United States of America. That
was caused by a financial crisis at that June-
lure. The national debt of Great Britain
at the time of the accession of Queen Viec-
toria in 1837 was £761,000,000, and the in-
terest and sinking fund charges amounted
to £28,000,000 per annum. The national
debt of Great Britain at the conclusion of
the American War was £249,000,000 and
the interest and sinking fund charges repre-
sented £9,000,000. In 1890 the national
debt of the whole world was £5,479,000,000.
When we consider the enormous debt that
the nations of the world have to shoulder
now, and especially when we view the posi-
tion of the Commonwealth, we must be
struck by the lamentable increase. The pro-
ducing power of the various nations is re-
duced correspondingly. References have
been made to the statements freely circulated
about repudiation. It must he remembered
that the first nation to repudiate her debts

was France, and that was done long ago.
That country does not seem to have suffered
from her action.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do you advocate re-
pudiation?

Hon. E. H. G!R.AY: No, but France re-
pudiated her debts and did so during the
last war, but she has not been ostracised.
Spain, Portugal and the South American
Republicans have also repudiated debts.

Hon, J. Nicholson: You surely would not
suggest emulating the South American Re-
publics?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I do not suggest that.
In the course of his speech, Mr. Seddon en-
deavoured to make out a ease in support of
his statement that the best people of the
world, and particularly the best people in
Great Britain and Australia, were the thrifty
who invested in war bonds and loans. I do
not agree with that statement.

Hon. H1. Seddon: You think the thriftless
people are the better.

Hon. E. H, GRAY: Not at all. The
fact that a person is thrifty does not neces-
sarily indicate that he possesses the best
attribute of human nature.

Hon. G. W. Miles: But it is a jolly good
one.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I believe that some
of the finest families we could possibly dis-
cover may be those who have not enough
mioney to pay a week's rent.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Yes, they spend it on
beer and picture shows.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: No, they may be de-
cent citizens. The parents may spend the
whole of their savings in providing their
children with a good education. People
who are thrifty may be mean, sordid, selfish
and miserable; they may be people who
will do anything to forward their own in-
terests and remain absolutely callous to the
welfare of other individuals. Although
thriftiness is a very useful quality, there
are other qualities far finer in the make-up
of human beings. It is as well to point out
that the argument heard when repudiation
is suggested, namely that it would hurt
thousands of people, does not necessarily
prove that the money-power is not the cause
of all our troubles at the present time.

Hon. H. Seddon. Thriftlessness has
landed us where we are to-day.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: No, the world-war
had a great deal to do with that. Years
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ago a comprehensive inquiry was made. It fife will be able to get together and keep
is quite a long story, and many public
speakers have lived and died who have given
expression to the opinions held by 31r. Sed-
don. In reg-ard to thriftiness and people
investing in Government bonds and that
sort of thing, it was proved in 1895, after
a very exhaustive investigation, that three-
fourths of the people of Great Britain and
Ireland did not own anything at all with
the exception of their furniture.

Ron. G. W. Miles: These days many
people do not own even that.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It is practically the
same to-day, when we know that one per
cent, of the people receive over 30 per cent.
of the national income. Where does Mr.
Seddon's argument come in if one per cent.
of the people own 30 per cent. of the na-
tional income ? Therefore we are confronted
with the money-power which cannot control
its own affairs. Why is it that a few
short months ago, during the Centenary
year, every public speaker was booming up
Western Australia. We issued a book-I
was reading it last night-which was a
pacon of praise from the first leaf to the
last, extolling the glorious history of West-
ern Australia. Then, almost in a day, we
were confronted with this depression.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The true state of
affairs was not revealed.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Not even after all
the big speeches were published in the daily
Press and experts from Great Britain came
here to give us advice. But all that infor-
mation was to he found in the Year Book.
It is wonderful how prospertir wvill
increase and depression too will in-
crease. It seems to me the general
policy being carried out at present serves
to make the whole of the machinery stop.
Confidence is the basis of business. Yet
the general attitude of business men and of
the banks and of all connected with com-
merce during a depression, seems to have
the effect of stopping the whole of the
machinery. We ought to be able to put
our heads together and keep the business
goinig for the short time that Australia is
likely to be brought to a standstill.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Because she cannot
borrow a few bob.

Hon. E. I1. GRAY: That is only one of
the causes. Surely the leaders of public

the machine going, rather than be pitching
a doleful tale of economy and low wages
and of putting men off in every phase of
business life, with the result that the whole
of the inachinerv is coming to a stop.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It would be a very
good thing if it could be accomplished.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I want to say a word
or two regarding unemployment. In my
opinion we cannot expect to proceed as we
are proceeding at the present time. I have
a lot of admiration for the way in which
.11. Scaddan has tackled this unemployment
problem, but the Government must be pre-
pared to go still further with their assistance
to the unemployed. Things cannot go on
as they are going. I think I an claim to
be in a position to speak with authority
on the present situation. Only to-day I
saw a sight I have never seen in Australia
before. I saw a woman with a family of
six children, the baby being three weeks
old, in a house the roof of which the land-
lord was just removing. The woman's hus-
band was away on sustenance work.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Where did this occur?

Ron. E. H. GRAY: In Fremnantle. I
have never seen that done before.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Whatever were your
people doing to let the landlord do it?

Hton. G. Fraser: Surely you would not
advocate the use of force, Mr. Lovekin?

Hon. A. Loyekin: I would have made one
to stop him had I been there.

Hon, C. H. Wittenoom: Why did he take
the roof off?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: So that the poor wo-
man could not sleep there to-night. Only
three weeks ago she had given birth to a
child. She and her husband owed to the
landlord the enormous sum of £3 15s. in
rent.

Hon. A. Lovekin: And the people of Fre-
mantle let himZ take the roof off'1

Hon. E. ff. GRAY: It all came so sud-
denly. Nobody expected it.

Hon. C. H. Wittenoom: It would cost
him more than that to take the roof off.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Well, that is all that
is owed. Last week there came to me a
young couple who had been paying rent
for a house for the past three years. The
husband is a motor mechanic. This couple
have two young children. The father got
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out of work five xvepkas ago, and evidently
he and his wife were not amongst the thrifty
people that Mr. Seddon speaks about.

Hon. G. Fraser: They bad nothing to be
thrifty on.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: They are very decent
people, but unfortunately they owned £4 5s.
Then suddenly, without any notice the land-
lord distrained on their goods because they
happened to have some very decent fu-ni-
ture in the house. As I say, they had been
paying their rent f or three years and they
owed only £4 fis. Now what is the effect
of this sort of thing -I In good times if such
a situation arose, no doubt the husband
would take some of his furniture and sell
it, hut to-day if it were put up for sale'
under the bailiff, the landlord would not
get the cost of the action. The Government
will have to extend their activities in this
regard, for the local authorities have not
the money with which to supplement relief
wvork. I have been castigated by the relief
committee for telling people not to pay rent
when they are on sustenance. What has
happened is this: people int receipt of Gov-
erment work are what we might call the
hard working community, and the result of
the acation taken by landlords is having a bad
affect on the decent section of the unem-
ployed. Imagine the plight of a married
couple with a family but never out of work
before;- people who did not know what it was
to be out of work. We have had applica-
tions from people who did not know the way
to the Charities Department. What is the
effect of the bailiff distraining on such peo-
plet It is to frighten those people and
undermine their character. It is a terrible
shock to a decent couple to be confronted
with the bailiff clamouring for what, after
all, is only a small sum. of moaey. I want
to know what we are going to do about
it.

Ron, A. Lovekin: Do you know the land-
lords who do this sort of thingi

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Yes, I have a pretty
good idea. I have here an astounding docu-
ment, that of course must have been fixed
up to bluff a couple out of their house. 'They
were decent people, but they owed between
E6 and £7 in rent. The landlord instructed
a solicitor to take them to court. They were
taken to court, and the magistrate of course
had no option but to make an order for the
tenant to vatate the house within 14 days.

N\Low let me read this bill of costs which
was served upon the unfortunate man after
the proceedings were over-

I. LAT before action .. .. 4
2. Instructions to sue for possession

and rent..............0 8 a
3. Preparing summons, 1pertcular,

4. Attending atY ci~o 6 r 0s~n 12

s. .ntructdons For evidenof two ,,
witnesses. . . . 0 6 8

8. Attending at court conducting cases
wthout counsel .. .. 2 2 0

7. Attending at local court Paying
hentring fee................0 11 0 a 6 8

BPreportng biloflcsta . . 0 2 0
9. Engrossng and copies .. s a

10. Attending at court lodging a 0 88
1appointment to tax paid......0 2 0 a8

12. Attending tasation06B
13. Witnesses; A. Hamilton

(Commission Agent). 1 1 0

£j2 2 aOLAI1 4
2268

ii; 17 10

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Did the
lawyer not charge foir the ink

Hon. E. H. GRAY: A document like this
served on a "down -and-outer" who for years
had paid nobody would not have had the
slightest effect, but I say it is a cruel docu-
meot for a solicitor to issue against decent
people who, throughi unfortunate circum-
stances arc out of work.

Hon. G. W. Wies: Some of these solici-
tors are nothing but profiteers.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I am certain that Mr.
Nicholson would never have sent in a bill
like that, for it is about equal to taking one
of Mr. Williams's crushingr plants at IKal-
goorlie for the smashing of a mosquito. The
time is opportune f or an amendment of the
Act.

Honi. J. Nicholson: You mean the Land-
lord and Tenant Act.

Hlon. E. H. GRAY: Yes. Only unscrup-
ulous, greedy landlords would take the
full extent of what the law gives them power
to do, I must confess I did not think it
possible for a bailiff to come in and seize
goods without an order of the court. It is
only during recent weeks that it has been
done in Fremantle. I have never known of
it before.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The times were too
prosperous for that Sort Of thing before.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: We cannot allow it,
to continue. I urge the Government to
bring down an amendment of the Landlord
and Tenant Act, making it compulsory to
bringv all cases of this sort before a magis-
trate. Why should a landlord have these
special powers, which. are merely a relic of
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the had old days? When we are faced with
an emergency such as the present, surely this
House would sanction an amendment mak-
ing it mandatory that all landlords' cases of
this character should be brought before a
magistrate, to whose discretion the question
would be left. That would have the effect
or restoring confidence and abolishing much
of the harshness and cruelty now being exer-
cised.

Hon. J. Nicholson: People cannot be
ejected until an order is obtained from the
court, but the process of a bailiff distraining
is a different matter.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The case I have in
mind does not come on until the 20th Sep-
tember.

Hoan, J. Nicholson: He is applying for
an ejectment order, and must go to the court
for it.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I am absolutely op-
posed to any reduction of members' salaries
on the ground that such action is liable to
be misunderstood.

Hon. G. W. M1iles: It was not niisunder-
stood when we increased our salaries by
50 per cent.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It has been preached
through the Press and from public plat-
forms that we should set the example and
join in the common sacrifice.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Do not you
think the people made the suggestion first
of all?1

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It has been said that
we ought to set the example. There arc
a few wealthy members in this Cbamber,
and where is their consistency when they
advocate a reduction of salaries, and let it
go at that? Some members of this-
House-

Hon. C. B. Williams: Could forego their
£600 a year and it would not affect them.

Hon. E. H. GRAY:- That is so. It would
not have any effect on their standard of
living. If wealthy members would stand in
their places and advocate, as Mr. Lovekin
did, an increase of real wages by reducing
rents 25 per cent., it would bare a beneficial
effect.

Hon. A. Lovekin: There should be somne
sacrifice.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Such advocacy would
be well received throughout the State if
property owners were prepared to accept
20 per cent, or 25 per cent. reduction of
rents. In Fremantle, business men for
months have been trying to get the big land-

lords to reduce the rents of their buildings.
After many meetings, much propaganda
and several leading articles in the local
paper, as well as representations to the
landlords, they have conceded a 5 per cent.
reduction.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You must not forget
that taxation in very heavy on them.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: When we remember
that 25 per cent, of a man's wages goes in
rent, it is easy to understand how those con-
trolling the fixation of rents could create a
good impression amongst the community by
making a reduction. For comparatively
wealthy men to suggest a reduction of sal-
aries is ridiculous. I am prepared to strive
for any scheme under which everybody is
compelled to pay in proportion to his
ability. I am prepared to bear my share of
the burden. But we must -have sincerity of
purpose and be prepared to put a reason-
able proposition before the public. I trust
that, in spite of the bad times, we shall, as
a result of united effort as advocated by
Mr. Miles, succeed in emerging from our
troubles, and that the standard of living
gained by the Austaralian people over a long
series of years -will not be interfered with.
It does not matter what m~oney a man re.
ceives so long as he has real wages.

Hon. Sir William Lathlsin: Hear, hear!
Hon, E. H. GRAY: This evening Mr.

Harris asked what the standard was. in
my youth I travelled extensively, and in my
opinion the Australian worker, through hi.
organisations and propaganda, has been
able to establish a standard of comfort, cul-
ture and enjoyment not equalled in any
part of the world. It would be deplorable
if advantage -were taken of the present crisis
to reduce that standard. Advantage is be-
ing taken of the crisis, amongst others by
the London Press.

Hon. J, Nicholson: I think that is wrong.
Hon. E. H, GRAY:. The London Press

undoubtedly wishes to reduce the Australian
standard.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is quite a wrong
impression.

lon. E. If. GRAY: I am opposed to any
attempt to reduce the standard. The action
of the Government in precipitating pro-
ceedings in the Arbitration Court is wrong.

Hon. E. H1. Harris: Is not that the pro-
per tribunal?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Long service leave
and district allowances have been enjoyed
by the workers for many years, and it is
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a miaeto try to reduce thecir standard of
living.

Hon. G. W. Miles: How are we going
to pay them I

Hon. A. Lovekin: Should they have those
privileges when other people axe unem-
ployed?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: We have had bad
times before. When I came to Autr.Ow.
33 years ago, things were bad. People
in South Australia were leaving their
farms by the hundred and going to
Broken Hill and elsewhere. But Aus-
tralia has wonderful powers of re-
cuperation. Drought, debt, the war, and
Federal Governments have reduced the coun-
try to its present state. Sir Edward Wit-
tevoosn endeavoured to ascribe the whole of
the trouble to lack of business experience
in Federal Governments. Surely that can-
not be borne out by facts! If members
of the Bruce Government were not busi-
ness men, who 'were? Mr. Bruce was
trained in business and was the idol of his
Nationalist supporters, and yet he ran the
Commonwealth into a deficit of £1L6,000,000.
Now we are told that our present difficulties
are due to lack of business experience in
various administrators.

I-on. A. Loveltip: The. troubhle is world-
-wide.

Ron. E. E. GRAY: Mr. Watson and Mr.
Fisher did show surpluses and put the Gov-
ernment of' the Commonwealth on a sound
footing. Why blame Labour administra-
tions?

Hon. Li. W. Miles: Who is trying to do
that.?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The present depres-
sion is world-wide. I am satisfied that Aus-
tralia will recover as quickly as any other
nation, perhaps more quickly. It has made
a wonderful recovery after droughts in
years gone- by, and though perhaps times
were not as bad as at present, I feel sure
everything will come right again. Experts
are generally -wrong. May they prove to be
wrong on this occasion when they predict
for Australia severe suffering and unemnploy-
meat for three or four years. I believe they
will be wrong, and I trust they will be. I
support the motion.

On motion by Hon. J. hi. Drew, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.9 p.ma.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

STANDING ORDERS.

Report of Committee.

The SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing report from the Standing Orders
Committee of the Legislative Assembly:-

Lout Cunun11ittee, ill eUnfeece With the
Standing Orders Conmuttee of the Legisla-
tive Council have taken into consideration cer-
tain rliffietilties which have arisen in the inter-
pretntiw' of the Stand-hag orders governing
the nlmissibilitv of amendmtents to Bills in
Connittr'. Tim difficalty was confined to

Bills for the purpose Of :Liending existing
Acts, and consistedl in the doubts sometimes
held as to the interpretation of Standing
Order 277. The resolution adopted by both
U0ommittees wvas as follows-

It was agreed that Standing orders of both
Chambers should include the following inter-
pretation:-

"Subject matter of a Bill" mleans the
provisions of the Bill as printed, read a
second time, and referred to the Commit-
tee.''Y

It was further agreed that Standing Order
309 of the Legislative Council he stroelt ont,
and the following substituted-

"'It is an instruction to all Committees
of the whole House to whom Bills may be
committed that they have power to mnake
such amendments therein as they shall
think 13t; provided they be relevant to the
subject matter of the Bill, but if any such
ainendinents shall not he within the title of
the Bill, they shall amend the title accord-
ingly, and report the same specially to the
Hfouse.''

Your Committee, ther-efore, recommend the
adoption of the following Standing Order, to
stand as No. 422.

510


